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Opportunistic Processing 

J. Carlos Acuña Fariña 

University of Santiago de Compostela 

carlos.acuna.farina@usc.es 

In a recent publication, Jackendoff (2011) addresses the “first-

principles” question posed by Chomsky (1995), namely: “How 

perfect is language?”, with perfection defined in terms of elegance, 

lack of redundancy, and computational efficiency. This is a central 

theme in modern language theory. To the idea of perfection, 

Jackendoff opposes the concept of graceful integration, a concept that is 

compatible with redundant architectures. If redundancy is 

characteristic of the brain, then the first-principles question may be 

tackled very differently, as we no longer need to try to “squeeze” it 

out of all linguistic representations and all linguistic processing. 

According to Jackendoff, unlike a derivational formalism, a 

constraint-based formalism lends itself to a direct relation to theories 

of processing: “The current consensus on sentence processing is that 

it is deeply ‘incremental’ or ‘opportunistic’: the processor uses 

whatever information is available at the moment, whether from 

phonology, syntax, semantics, or discourse or visual context, to build 

hypotheses about what is to come in the sentence and the sentence’s 

likely interpretation” (Jackendoff 2011: 600).  

Usually, however, discussions on such central topics as constraints vs 

derivations or perfection vs graceful integration are embedded in the 

wider context of the discussion of other cognitive domains, such as 

mammalian vision or insect navigation. While that is of interest to 

linguists, it is surely also a good idea to see how opportunistic 

language is in itself directly. This, however, must be done in a way 

that goes well beyond another kind of opportunism: ‘methodological 

opportunism’ (Croft 2001: 41). Thus, many theoretical accounts drop 
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references to experimental work on language without really bothering 

to delve into the issues. The result of this very common trend is that, 

handled so carelessly, there is no theoretical account which does not 

have experimental ‘confirmation’. As it turns out, experimental 

evidence for opportunism in determining processing biases is vast 

now. We only need to see in the right places: the language labs. In this 

talk I will briefly consider how opportunistic grammar is in general 

and I will then move on to an examination of a sample of cross-

linguistic phenomena where it can be seen that parsers opted for 

opportunistic wayouts to processing dilemmas.  

References 
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Liminal Identities: The case of white Afrikaans speakers 

in South Africa 

Pedro Álvarez Mosquera 

University of Salamanca 

pedro@usal.es 

Studies on post-apartheid South Africa have revealed the persistence 

of important social challenges in this country (Duckitt and Thobi 

1998; Dawes and Finchilescu 2002; Gibson 2006; Williams et al. 2008; 

among others). From a sociolinguistic viewpoint, the profound ethnic 

lines and the tense co-existence of the 11 official languages seem to 

play an important role in South Africans’ identity formation and the 

development of intergroup relations (Bornman 2010; Norton and 

Toohey 2011; Adams et al. 2012). Departing from a socio-historical 

review, this paper investigates the situation of a particular ethno-

linguistic group, White Afrikaans South Africans, so as to determine 

if they represent a case of liminality or liminal identity (Beech 2011). 

Data from two recent research projects on social categorization and 

language preferences (2012-2014) together with the preliminary 

results of an ongoing study on the role of social contact in this context 

(2014-present) will be used to illustrate this group’s current social 

situation within South Africa and analyze its identity implications. 

Finally, this paper also explores the existence of possible liminal 

strategies to reconstruct White Afrikaans identity in a meaningful 

way.  
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Fiery Dragons in the Sky 

Marilina Cesario 

Queen’s University Belfast 

m.cesario@qub.ac.uk 

Anglo-Saxon literature is filled with descriptions of and references to 

astronomical and meteorological phenomena, including comets, 

eclipses, falling stars, red crosses in the sky, wind, lightning and 

thunder. Natural phenomena in Anglo-Saxon literature frequently 

appear alongside descriptions of the weather, and therefore can be 

considered as part of meteorology. Investigation of references to 

weather phenomena offers insights into key developments in many 

areas of Anglo-Saxons’ life: intellectual, scientific, medical, 

mathematical and astronomical, as well as cultural. This paper will 

discuss the Anglo-Saxons’ knowledge and understanding of some 

astrometeorological phenomena. It will focus in particular on what is 

perhaps one of the most celebrated and evocative accounts in Old 

English literature, the entry in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle for the year 

793, which details the sack of Lindisfarne by the Vikings, and which 

the chronicler deliberately associates with fiery dragons in the sky 

(fyrenne dracan). The fyrenne dracan in the ASC have been variously 

regarded; in fact, several natural phenomena have been attributed to 

the description by literary scholars, historians, and astronomers, the 

most common being meteor showers and the passing of one or even 

two comets. This study offers a fresh examination of the natural 

phenomena recorded in the 793 annal, in an attempt to shed light on 

the Anglo-Saxons’ knowledge of certain astrometeorological 

occurrences, and on the circumstances of composition of that annal. 
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Instruction or Not? A dynamic perspective on 

developmental patterns in Finnish as an L2 

Marjolijn H. Verspoor 

University of Groningen 

m.h.verspoor@rug.nl 

The current study traces the order of development of cases in 

Finnish, both in terms of use and accuracy. The participants were four 

Dutch students learning Finnish as a Foreign Language (FFL) at a 

Dutch University in classes that focused heavily on explicit grammar 

and forms, and four international students (Japanese, Indonesian, 

Brazilian and German) learning Finnish as Second Language (FSL) at 

a Finnish university in classes that focused mostly on meaning with 

little or no explicit grammar. Students in both groups handed in 

weekly assignments on the same topics and received feedback on 

form.  

The 35-39 written texts from the 8 students were analyzed, averaged 

and compared. Then the texts of two students with similar L1s (a 

Dutch student from the FFL group and a German student from the 

FSL group), were analyzed in more detail.  

The FFL learners used significantly more case types with higher 

accuracy than the FSL learners. The two individual learners 

manifested a similar order in their use of cases, but the FFL learner 

used more types. Looking at accuracy rates, the FFL learner’s 

development occurred earlier and more smoothly than the FSL 

learner, who showed a dramatic dip at data point 14. Towards the end 

they had similar accuracy levels.  

As expected from a dynamic perspective, there was variation both 

among the learners and within each learner. However, in the end 

instruction or not made little difference. 
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Wavering ‘between two worlds’: Liminality in diaspora 

fiction 

Janet Wilson 

The University of Northampton 

janet.wilson@northampton.ac.uk 

This paper examines the liminal, and related concepts such as the in-

between and interstitial, as spatial constructions prominent in the 

movements of exile and diaspora where dislocated subjects “waver 

between two worlds” (van Gennep, 18): their host and home 

societies. Such experiences can be read in terms of Victor Turner’s 

description of liminality as an interface consisting of “the opening of 

doors or the literal crossing of a threshold” or as “the crossing of 

many national frontiers” (25). The paper examines liminal and 

transitional border spaces represented in writing about journeys and 

voyages and considers the ambivalence and instability of migrant 

subjects whose liminal positioning makes them subject to the play of 

multiple, often contradictory ideologies, discourses and political 

agendas: do they challenge national discourses and political agendas, 

or alternatively reaffirm fixed institutionalised attitudes and show 

conservatism and closure? I ask whether diaspora fiction that 

represents the mobility and dislocation of the migrant in terms of 

dis/empowerment either delineates a rite de passage or achieves 

Turner’s notion of a regenerative communitas in the postliminal social 

structure. Finally, with reference to literature and diaspora more 

broadly, I consider to what extent liminality is an apt metaphor to 

define such writing. Texts to be discussed may include Mohsin 

Hamid’s The Reluctant Fundamentalist (2007), Michelle De Krester’s 

Questions of Travel (2012), Jumpha Lahiri’s The Namesake (2007), Lloyd 

Jones’s Hand Me Down World (2010) and Katherine Mansfield’s 

modernist short stories. 
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‘The Trailer Park, the Cherokee Nation and the Road’: 

Exploring the liminal West in The Bean Trees and 

Girlchild 

 

Mercedes Albert Llacer 

University of the Basque Country 

mmercedesalbert@gmail.com 

 

Since the discovery and exploration of the American West, this 

territory has been considered a liminal space and a space of transition 

which has been rarely regarded as a place to stay or live. On the one 

hand, youth has become associated to the American West as it is 

according to Stegner “the West at large is hope’s native home, the 

youngest and freshest of America’s regions, magnificently endowed 

and with the chance to become something unprecedented and 

unmatched in the world.” Since the 1980s American literature has 

shifted from the idea of innocence to experience as focus of interest; 

in particular, one notices an interest toward the process in-between. 

As Ihab Hassan points out, “one of the consequences of this 

transition from innocence to experience is the cult of adolescence.” 

Youth is understood as a process of transition, change and liminality 

between childhood and adulthood (Buckley “the space between,” or 

Punter “being ‘between’ in a condition of ‘thwarted becoming’”). On 

the other hand, Western history and literature has traditionally 

focused on the nationalistic metanarratives of heroic white male 

experiences of the West, the myth of the frontier that derived from 

Turner’s frontier thesis. However, beyond the U.S nation-state 

paradigm and globalisation, many scholars and writers remap a more 

complex West. The borders of this map do not tell the nation’s story 

of individualism and progress; but multiple stories redrawing the 

region’s political maps, somehow freeing the West of its traditional 

interpretations and settler-colonial sovereignty.  

mailto:mmercedesalbert@gmail.com
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Scholars of the American West has also called attention to the 

importance of the West as a liminal space, among other, Stephen 

Tatum in “Topographies of Transition” and Kolodny, who has 

proposed a redefinition of Turner’s frontier “as a specifiable first 

moment on that liminal borderland between distinct cultures.” in this 

sense, a Rhizomatic West is understood as a rhizomatic assemblage—

a mode of cultural production and community— which represents a 

“becoming” and a “line of flight” that resists the ordering impulses 

of power. 

 

The aim of this paper is to propose a liminal West that takes into 

account the contemporary literary American West in its complex 

borders beyond the frontier thesis. Contemporary female youth 

narratives such as Barbara Kingsolver’s The Bean Trees (1988) and 

Tupelo Hassman’s Girlchild (2012) explore borders, liminality, liminal 

spaces such as the trailer park, the Cherokee Nation and the road in 

order to dialogue with settler- colonialism, globalisation and, marginal 

and non-neoliberal girlhood. 

  

 

Gender, Space and Liminality in the Work of Alice 

Munro 

 

Geraldine Bock McMurray 

University of Oviedo 

geralb@gmail.com 

 

This paper will focus on the representation of gendered spaces in the 

work of Alice Munro, with a special emphasis on the concept of 

liminality. Liminal spaces can be defined as “in-between spaces,” 

spaces of transit and transition, and the fact that many of Munro’s 

protagonists occupy these spaces can be considered a key element in 
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the construction of women’s identities in her writing. The purpose of 

this paper is to examine how Munro uses liminality to undermine the 

social construction of gendered spaces and identities. 

 

Feminist geographers such as Linda Mc Dowell (1999) and Liz Bondi 

(2005) have studied the gendered division of public and private spaces 

in urban environments, and how women have negotiated, 

appropriated and subverted the public and private spheres. The 

spatial public/private binary can be undermined through the notion 

of liminality: since the liminal is found at fringes (Thomassen 2012), it 

is a useful tool with which to examine locations in which the 

boundaries between public and private spaces become blurred and 

under challenge. Liminality can be understood in a spatial and 

temporal sense, as a transitional terrain as well as a state of transition 

connected to rites of passage (Gómez Reus 2013; Turner 2011). Thus, 

women’s mobility, travel and passage through in-between spaces 

shapes new forms of female identity as well as new understandings of 

space and gender. 

 

The recent works of Alice Munro – Runaway (2005), Too much 

Happiness (2009), and Dear Life (2012) – show the author’s 

preoccupation with the spaces women move in, as well as the effects 

of mobility for women and their identities. Examples of women 

commuting and travelling on public transport, such as train journeys, 

are manifold in her work. Many of her short stories construct spaces 

which Despotopoulou (Gomez Réus : 48) terms a tension between 

women’s aspirations and society’s impositions. In the short story “To 

reach Japan” (2012), next to other occurrences, the spaces women 

move in could be classified as liminal: a woman’s means of travel and 

journey through a deserted and isolated area to arrive at a party; on 

another occasion her daughter disappears on a train and is later found 

alone in-between two carriages. In the short story “Chance” (2005), a 

young girl takes several different types of transport to arrive at her 
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destination, a desolate village which is far more isolated than she has 

anticipated. In the short story “Runaway” (2005) a woman shares a 

horse business with her partner in the countryside. My analysis will 

focus on how these stories are representative of the protagonists’ 

occupation of and movement in liminal environments. In addition to 

this, my analysis will focus on how women’s mobility and travel in 

Alice Munro’s stories contributes to a driving force which is 

important for women’s identity, especially in the form of a mental 

and temporal dimension. 

 

 

The Liminal Nude: between classicism and homo-

eroticism in American gay subculture 

 

Mayron Estefan Cantillo Lucuara 

University of Valencia 

maycanlu@alumni.uv.es 

 

Graeco-Roman texts migrate without limit. Their semantic ductility 

renders them literally –and literarily– boundless. They travel across 

any field of cultural creation: both elite and popular spheres can 

accommodate them in full comfort. American gay subculture is no 

exception. From the 1940s to the 1970s, extensive use was made of 

classical figures in American gay-oriented magazines and films 

showcasing large catalogues of naked bodybuilders and, for the most 

part, coming from the studios of Bob Myzer, a popular photographer 

whose oeuvre is currently in the process of being archived, restored, 

and classified. Amongst his creations are such periodicals as Athletic 

Model Guild, Grecian Guild Pictorial, Physique Artistry, Adonis, 

Spartan, Gladiator, Hercules Magazine, Olympus, and countless 

AMD films set in antiquity. The public and official content of all these 

products amounted to some sort of reenactment or reinvention of 
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the ancient ideals of male beauty. However, the actual intention 

behind them was to offer homosexual men erotic and even 

pornographic entertainment. In accounting for the double meaning 

they articulate, I make three key points: (1) that they result from a 

process of textual migration going from mainstream to the margins, 

(2) that they occupy a liminal space between an authoritative 

discourse and a prohibited desire, and (3) that they go beyond their 

sexual functions and help create a political consciousness that 

contributes to the emergence of the gay liberation movement at the 

end of the 1960s. In order to prove these contentions, I turn to the 

paradigm of classical reception studies, take special notice of 

Wincklemann’s History of Ancient Art (1764), and describe the most 

influential representations of male nudity in the tradition of Graeco-

Roman statuary. I carry out an in-depth analysis of the 

metamorphoses that some of the described classical sculptures 

undergo when passing through the homoeroticising filter of 

American physique magazines and short films. Drawing upon the 

doctrine of Richard Shusterman’s somaesthetics, I propose a general 

typology of the homo-classical bodybuilder with particular emphasis 

on his erotic attributes. By way of conclusion, I formulate three 

reasons that underlie the usage of Graeco-Roman material in 

American gay subculture, namely: legal protection, artistic amorality, 

and historic legitimisation. 
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The Remaking of Received Notions of Femininity and 

Domesticity in Colm Tóibín’s The South 

 

José Carregal Romero 

University of Vigo 

jcarregal@uvigo.es 

 

In Catholic and nationalist Ireland, marriage and motherhood were 

often regarded as women’s natural allocation within society, as is 

enshrined, for instance, in the infamous Article 41 of the 1937 Irish 

Constitution, which equates mother and woman, family and nation. 

Irish women, as wives and mothers, have been often induced to 

unconditional love and respect for their spouses, showing humility 

and obedience. In the traditional sense, there are numerous cultural 

values attached to motherhood and femininity, which presuppose 

that women must be willing to suffer for their children and sacrifice 

of all their self-interests for the benefit of the family. Therefore, when 

considering the traditional definition of motherhood, a failure to 

accomplish such “virtues” would be considered perverse, selfish or 

even unnatural. 

 

In this paper, I intend to analyse Tóibín’s reconfiguration of the 

traditional mother figure in two of his novels which take readers to 

the heroines’ personal conflicts in the face of a patriarchal society. Set 

in the 1950s, 1960s and early 1970s, Tóibín’s first novel, The South 

(1990), centres round the life experiences of Katherine Proctor, a 

Protestant woman scarred by the haunting memory of the Irish Civil 

War, when she was a child and her house was set on fire. Such a tragic 

event provoked her mother’s exile to London, while young Katherine 

remained in Ireland with her father. Many years later, as an adult 

woman, the protagonist’s marital conflicts and sense of confinement 

prompt her to abandon both her husband and young son, just as her 

mailto:jcarregal@uvigo.es
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own mother had done in the past. As will be argued, Katherine and 

her mother – both victimised by Irish sectarian violence – represent 

a blatant and radical counterbalance to sentimental and restrictive 

ideals of motherhood, which advocate that women’s self-fulfilment is 

to be located within the home.  

 

In The Testament of Mary, Tóibín produces a first person narration of 

one of the most celebrated icons of Catholicism; the Virgin Mary. As 

will be explained, in Ireland, the Virgin – as the Holy Mother – has 

often been used as a figure for cultural nationalism, rigid moral codes 

and a staunch defence of patriarchy. Generally, both the visual 

representations and narratives of the Blessed Mother perform and 

reinforce a set of values and gender imperatives for women, including 

humility, suffering and subservience. In the narrative, Tóibín’s elderly 

and isolated Mary recounts the story of her life and the death of her 

son. Exiled in Ephesus, Mary feels repelled by the constant visits of 

her “guardians”, two unnamed disciples, who try to appropriate her 

voice and experiences for the sake of the religion that they are 

elaborating. One of the key episodes in Tóibín’s novel concerns the 

Crucifixion. Whereas the official narrative shows the Virgin 

mourning at the foot of the Cross, Tóibín’s Mary has no other option 

but to escape before she is arrested and punished by the Roman 

authorities. Traumatised by what she has lived through, she confesses: 

“I did it to save myself”. As will be argued, Tóibín challenges the 

traditional characterisation of the Virgin and offers a humane, 

complex and highly subversive portrait of this legendary mother. 
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Heroes, Monsters, and Exiles on the Beach: Liminality 

and liminal spaces in Beowulf and The Wanderer 

 

Abraham Cleaver 

St Louis University 

acleaver@slu.edu 

 

Many Old English poems are saturated with expressions of liminality 

and the liminal. The ways in which liminality is expressed in Old 

English poetry are myriad, ranging from representations of spaces 

that are literally a limen of some sort between two distinct realities, to 

abstract instances of metaphysical liminality. Within this great range 

of expression, all of the liminal moments – even physical and 

temporal liminality – are deeply involved with the metaphysical. This 

paper focuses on the poetic motif known as the ‘The Hero on the 

Beach’ and its relationship to various modes of liminality. The Hero 

on the Beach is found in many works of Old English literature, and 

the motif frequently serves as an effective metaphor to represent the 

tensions and binaries that exist between the pre-liminal and post-

liminal phases. Of all the examples of liminal expression found in Old 

English literature, The Hero on the Beach is a particularly suitable 

motif for discussing liminality as it is not only a commonly recurring 

theme, but it is also intimately connected to expressions of liminality 

associated with the states of exile and pilgrimage, both of which were 

topics of profound concern to the Anglo-Saxon audience. 

 

Although The Hero on the Beach is found in many different works 

of Old English poetry, for the purpose of this paper the poems 

Beowulf and The Wanderer will be the primary focus. Beowulf contains 

multiple version of this theme, several explicitly clear examples 

wherein Beowulf himself is literally a hero on a beach, as well as some 

other non-standard deviations from the theme that show its great 

mailto:acleaver@slu.edu
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capacity for expressions of liminality, and for the manner in which it 

is used to drive the narrative and impart a deeper message. Whatever 

form it takes this motif remains a profound expression of the tensions 

and social constructs, and most importantly encompasses 

opportunities for reflection and growth, which are now identified 

within the concept of liminality. 

 

 

Exploring the Liminal Boundaries of the African 

Canadian Subjectivity in Esi Edugyan’s The Second Life 

of Samuel Tyne 

 

Vicent Cucarella Ramón 

University of Valencia 

vicura@alumni.uv.es 

 

Drawing on the concepts of liminality proposed by Arnold Van 

Gennep and Victor Turner, this paper reads Esi Edugyan’s debut 

novel, The Second Life of Samuel Tyne (2004), as an exploration of the 

role of literature within the debate about the different positions of 

black Canadian subjectivity. George Elliott Clarke and Rinaldo 

Walcott polarised the African Canadian criticism by proposing two 

different theories in an attempt to shape up and (re)define the 

subjectivity of black Canadians. Clarke advocates to include African 

Canadian subjectivity in the national desire to belong to a uniform 

Canadian culture and, mirroring the African Americans’ move in the 

US, aims to establish the African Canadian identity in Canada’s 

national soil. Conversely, Walcott stands up for the defence of 

transnationality as the best way to explore and grapple with African 

Canadian subjectivity aiming to contest racism while fostering self-

definition. Declining Clarke’s theory, Walcott warns African 

mailto:vicura@alumni.uv.es
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Canadians to “think contrapuntally within and against the nation” 

(22) as a means to counteract a Canadian nationality that has 

historically excluded its black citizens. It is my argument that The 

Second Life of Samuel Tyne fully participates in this debate and aligns 

with Walcott’s liminal status for black Canadians. The diasporic 

nature that defines Samuel Tyne together with his impossibility for 

succeeding and re-cognising himself as truly Canadian place 

Edugyan’s novel within the scope of Walcott’s critical theory and 

helps to reconsider and to overtly challenge the image of Canada as a 

compassionate and egalitarian nation-state. The concept of liminality 

stands as a valuable critical lens for the retrieval of a transcultural 

African Canadian subjectivity that shows the complex and multiple 

faces of black Canadians. By setting forth the preference toward a 

liminal subjectivity, The Second Life of Samuel Tyne discusses the waning 

of the sovereignty of the Canadian nation-state and opts for 

uprootedness, transnational politics and deterritorialisation as the way 

to extol a self-(re)definition of the coeval African Canadian 

subjectivity. 
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Arab Women in Diaspora, between Social Liminality, 

Ethnic Invisibility and Gender Marginality: A case study 

of Fadia Faqir’s My Name is Salma 

 

Dalal Sarnou 

Mostaganem University 

sar_dalal@yahoo.fr 

 

Anglophone Arab women writers have taken in charge the voicing of 

many liminal selves and marginal subjects, particularly Arab 

immigrants. A commitment to voicing marginalised individuals’ 

agonies and suffering is to be found in Arab Anglophone women 

narratives, and the British Jordanian novelist Fadia Faqir is no 

exception. Most of her literary productions deal with the hardships of 

living in the West and how invisible aliens they are to the Other 

westerner. In her novel, My Name is Salma, Faqir puts her protagonist 

Salma in a constant struggle with her foreignness in a country where 

she is supposed to be a citizen with all the rights her citizenship might 

bring to her. However, even when her name is Sally Asher, a British 

name, she is still stuck in her Salma, the alien Bedouin woman. In this 

paper, I aim at exploring the hardships marginalised Arab and/or 

Muslim immigrants living in the Diaspora and women in conservative 

Arab societies are facing through an analytical study of Fadia Faqir’s 

protagonist Salma in My Name is Salma. 
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Women’s Rights as Liminal Entity in Postcolonial 

Narrative: A comparative analysis of Scottish and British 

context 

 

Sona Davtyan 

University of Alcalá 

sonadavtyan@gmail.com 

 

The aim of this research is to present a broad overview of women’s 

perception of being ex-colonised immigrants arriving in the 

metropolis as depicted in the novels written by such postcolonial 

authors as Caryl Phillips Final Passage (Caribbean descent) and Leila 

Aboulela Minaret (Sudanese descent). Precisely speaking, we will 

observe the immigrants’ inner turmoil concerning finding their way 

of living and at the same time not losing connection with their roots. 

The liminal aspect of ex-colonised women’s rights will be the central 

issue for the comparative analysis between two contexts of 

integration into the United Kingdom: Scotland and England. 

 

Drawing on the theoretical framework put forward by comparative 

and postcolonial paradigms, this research will explore and contrast 

the ways different female characters belonging to two immigrant 

groups cope with the process of adaptation and how they come to 

terms with their own sense of dislocation, the awakening from their 

idealised visions of the metropolis. The authors that have been 

selected to form part of the corpus of this study represent a 

generation that locates postcolonial writing in the context of 

decolonisation, that is to say, their works dig into such issues as the 

cultural shock resulting from the immigrant’s process of integration 

into society, the language barrier and the tensions that emerge 

between the British/Scottish and the Other. Thus, their novels will 

enable us to explore the immigrants’ life after their arrival in the 
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United Kingdom, how their utopian expectations collide with their 

day-to-day reality and the importance of voicing women´s opinion 

towards this issue.  

 

Taking into consideration the idea of liminality based on Turner´s 

theory (“liminal entities are neither here nor there; they are betwixt 

and between” (Turner: 95)) we may conclude that the individual is 

portrayed in a position of alienation and uncertainty, which is a 

perfect description of what a life of an immigrant looks like. 

Moreover, the liminal phase can be regarded as a threshold that 

separates different stages of life and the temporary separation of the 

individual from a stable social structure not only gives him or her an 

ambivalent social status, but also exempt him/her from any laws, 

norms and rules. Therefore, what is going to be discussed is the 

women’s right place within the liminality concept.  

 

A comprehensive methodology will be applied to the current research 

as postcolonialism goes beyond the purely literary analysis and 

involves other historical, sociological, linguistic and philosophical 

factors that are crucial to understand the different realities presented 

by the authors.  

 

 

The Use of Liminality in the Deconstruction of Women’s 

Roles 

 

Isabel Gil Naveira 

University of Oviedo 

isabelgilnaveira@gmail.com 

  

Both Malinche and the Virgin of Guadalupe have been used 

throughout history to compel the role of women in society, forcing 
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them to identify themselves either as virgins or prostitutes. This well-

established dichotomy of the virgin/prostitute is thoroughly present 

in the artistic representations of the Chicano society; and in the case 

of literature numerous are the authors who include either the Virgin 

of Guadalupe, Malinche or both as characters or icons with whom 

their female characters can be easily identified.  

 

This paper provides an ethnographic analysis of the female characters 

in Rudolfo Anaya’s Bless me, Ultima. In his novel, full of mythical 

references and images, Anaya includes several female characters that 

follow the established pattern of good vs. evil. Anaya’s description, 

told through the eyes of a child, highlights the social establishments 

of a village where women can only be grouped in two categories, 

mothers/wives or prostitutes/witches. His characters include the 

child’s mother, a woman devoted to the Virgin who prays for her son 

to be a priest; and the Virgin of Guadalupe herself, described as a 

benevolent figure to whom the child turns to in his search for 

answers. On the other side of the dichotomy, Anaya presents us with 

some prostitutes and a brothel, described by the child as the house of 

the naked women and that he relates to his loss of innocence; and 

three witches, the Trementina sisters, who enact black magic. 

 

Though we could consider Anaya’s use of the dichotomy a traditional 

one, when analysing the most important female character in the 

novel, Ultima, we can appreciate there is a challenge and a 

deconstruction of this constraining dichotomy. Despite Ultima keeps 

her tradition and respects Catholicism (what could lead us to consider 

she symbolises a virgin-like character), she is also the guardian of 

magical practices, curanderismo, and old religious beliefs (all of which 

could be related to a malinche-like character). By creating a liminal 

figure, worshipped by some and despised by others, and placing her 

as the key character in the story Anaya not only re-writes the legend 

of Malinche and the Virgin, but he provides his community with a 
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new role model. Anaya’s character does not follow the mainstream, 

but brings together the old and the new, different religions and 

different cultures, for the hybrid and liminal Chicano community he 

is so determined to preserve. 

 

 

Various Levels of Liminality in the Novels of Anita 

Brookner 

 

Eliza Gladkowska 

University of Warmia and Mazury 

eliza.gladkowska@wp.pl 

 

This paper aims at presenting the relativity of the concepts like 

marginality and mainstream in literary studies on the example of Anita 

Brookner’s novels. Analysing Brookner’s works and their reviews 

allows to explore liminality on various levels - the genre, plot, literal 

space, type of characters and the system of values presented by them.  

All those factors taken into consideration, Anita Brookner is the 

subject of controversy among contemporary critics. Some of them 

claim that her works do not differ from popular romance novels, 

while others praise their exquisite form and trace the affinity of the 

narration to Henry James and Margaret Drabble. The repetitive 

patterns, plots and protagonists are either disregarded as a stiff form 

and lack of creativity or praised as remarkable consistency and 

continuity of Brookner’s writing. Nevertheless, Brookner’s narratives 

are definitely indebted in the nineteenth century tradition and works 

of many other established authors of the past. As such, her works 

constitute remarkable phenomenon: they may be considered marginal 

or substandard nowadays because they draw from well-established, 

mainstream conventions of former literary epochs.  

 

mailto:eliza.gladkowska@wp.pl


 

34 

This paradox is mirrored on other spheres of Brookner’s works. The 

most usual type of Brooknerian protagonist, e.g. Edith Hope in Hotel 

du Lac, is a person with the hierarchy of values and beliefs more 

suitable for Victorian literary characters than for the contemporary 

world which is deprived of stable truths. Hence, the protagonists are 

accompanied with the feelings of maladjustment and inadequacy 

which is exacerbated by their inability to find partners for life. Again, 

the longing for husband, the solitude of a middle aged woman who is 

yearning romantic, fulfilling, lasting relationship might not be 

regarded as a standard subject of novels from the end of twentieth 

and the beginning of twenty-first century when women become more 

and more liberated. Brookner’s protagonists strive to achieve the state 

which could allow them be truthful to their beliefs and successful at 

the same time. The realisation of their position place them in the 

pending transition stage. This liminal phase of their development is 

often portrayed in literal space employed: anonymous places like 

hotels, galleries, empty streets are the background of the mental 

struggle as well as the metaphor of their displaced position in society. 

Similarly, Brookner’s novels through their intertextuality, modes of 

narration and subjects constitute a phenomenon that is difficult to 

classify within known frames and labels. Nevertheless, the marginal 

factor of Brookner’s works enhances their complexity and multiplies 

the variations of their interpretations. 
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Navigating Islands: Memory and the (de)construction of 

Hawaiian identity. The convergence of cultures in Kiana 

Davenport’s Shark Dialogues 

 

Ana C. Gomes da Rocha 

University of Minho 

anacgrocha@utad.pt 

 

Drawing on the theories of postcolonial feminism in dialogue with 

the theorisations of Homi Bhabha on hybridity and liminality, this 

paper analyses Kiana Davenport’s textualisation of culture, and the 

construction of identities as well as the inscription of the female body 

as a site of contestation and subversion of pre-established norms 

concerning the body in its corporeality, and the subjectivity inherent 

to that. The novel Shark Dialogues highlights crucial aspects of 

Hawaiian culture(s) and identity, as well as the impact of colonialism 

in terms of manipulation and the destruction of native culture and 

environment. Moreover, the novel problematizes the empowerment 

of women (mana wahine) that is demonstrated within contemporary 

Hawaiian struggles in various ways, including the fight for sovereignty 

and an attempt to maintain control of ancestral lands and/or the 

impact of tourism. At the outset of this paper is a reflection on place 

in relation with women’s subjectivity as a way to recuperate and 

reconstruct memory, identity, and history. This paper aims at 

articulating cultural memory with the transformation of identities and 

geographical spaces within a colonial and postcolonial context in 

order to recreate an alternative reality in which officially sanctioned 

versions of the past can be restored. Throughout the narrative several 

questions concerning the relevance of identity’s construction and its 

interaction with issues of hybridity and gender are overtly 

problematized in order to decode the complexity of being central 

and/or marginalised in a postcolonial context as well as it sheds some 

mailto:anacgrocha@utad.pt


 

36 

light into the ambivalent negotiation of cultural identity across 

gender, ethnicity, and cultural traditions. Furthermore, it is through 

the emergence of silenced voices and histories that women’s 

subjectivity, collective experiences of displacement and cultural 

constructions of identity are negotiated. The narrative opens up a 

space in which unuttered histories of women are inscribed, hence 

those voices emphasise the complexity entailed in the formation 

and/or deformation of cultural identity inasmuch as they question the 

way subjects are formed in-between, or in excess of, or ultimately as 

a sum of different cultural aspects. Ultimately, it will be discussed that 

cultural identities cannot be ascribed to pre-given ahistorical cultural 

features that may define certain conventions of gender and ethnicity. 

As an alternative it will be suggested that Davenport’s novel reiterates 

that the negotiation of cultural identity involves the permanent 

interaction and alteration of cultural performances which are also 

assembled through gender performativity and the representation of 

the female body as a sequence of social articulations of difference, 

and ultimately generating a reciprocal and fluctuating recognition of 

cultural differences. The cultural engagement and the social 

articulation of difference in terms of gender and race are produced 

performatively, and therefore within an on-going negotiation that 

attempts to legitimise cultural hybridity that seems to emerge in 

specific moments of historical transformation. 
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Satan, Heroism and Liminality in Old English Poetry: 

Understanding the double nature of evil as wrongdoing 

and suffering 

 

Miguel Ángel Gomes Gargamala 

University of Vigo / University of Sunderland 

miguel.gomes@sunderland.ac.uk 

 

The poet of Genesis B, writes Richard Marsden, “has turned Lucifer’s 

story into a human drama driven by psychological realism” (130-131). 

The same manuscript that contains the Old English Genesis also 

provide us with another representation of the archetypical evil 

character in Christian tradition in the poem known as Christ and Satan. 

Portrayed repeatedly as heroic, driven by vengeance and envy, facing 

adversity and pain with defiance and rebellion, Satan is presented as 

a warrior who many have not hesitated to describe as ‘Miltonian’. 

 

This paper will examine two different but, I believe, indivisible ways 

which must be used to explore the enigmatic nature of evil, through 

the figure of Satan in the Old English poetic Corpus. I will argue that 

for a better understanding of both Satan’s struggle with God and the 

pain experienced by the Devil’s ‘sorrowful soul and sore heart’; we 

need to understand evil as both the cause and consequence of 

wrongdoing. If the Anglo-Saxon poets of Genesis B and Christ and 

Satan thought of evil as a corruption of what was originally created 

righteous by an all-powerful God, following Augustin and Boethius; 

they must have as well looked at Satan as not only the origin of sin, 

but also as an individual capable of experiencing loss, loneliness and 

suffering. 

 

By analysing the interactions between the Human and the Demonic 

at a time in which the physical and functional conceptualisation of the 
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figure of the devil was still not entirely resolved, Old English poets, 

writes P. Dendle “exploited these opportunities for creative 

demonology above and beyond the precedents found in the source 

works” (4). 

 

Satan is associated with the principle of evil and evil agency and 

therefore with boundaries that explore the absence of, or detachment 

from, moral values. The devil in Old English literature, as pointed out 

by Peter Dendle “bleeds over into overlapping regions of time and 

space” (8). I will try to reflect on the liminal aspects of “The devil’s 

paradox”: simultaneous binding and liberty. A fluid character that we 

can find bound in hell but also around the corner in medieval 

literature, defeated in cosmic history but never ceasing to fight, tempt 

and threaten humanity, The Devil seems to challenge the concepts of 

time and space, in narratives in which the roaming devil and the 

confined Satan allow us to explore the preoccupations and anxieties 

of Anglo-Saxon poets and their audiences. 
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Liminality as Providing Context for Identity Formation 

in the Recent Novels of JM Coetzee 

 

Annemie Grobler 

North-West University Potchefstroom 

grobleram@ufs.ac.za 

 

Liminality is a fertile and provocative field of study and of significance 

to the contemporary world as it not only reflects current realities but 

also offers a philosophy or approach to deal with the challenges posed 

by a postcolonial existence. 

 

This paper indicates that the Nobel laureate JM Coetzee exposes the 

protagonists and narrators of his fictional texts, notably Foe, Disgrace, 

Slow Man, Diary of a Bad Year and Elizabeth Costello, to situations that 

challenge their reactions to liminality. This is achieved by applying 

various narrative techniques such as aporia, phasing, embedded 

narrative and allegory. The characters and narrators in these texts 

typically react to the challenge of liminality in one of at least three 

ways. Lurie in Disgrace provides the classic example of a character that 

refuses to evolve to comprehension, clinging desperately to the 

previous dispensation in which he personified authority. Only 

through the most excruciating process of stripping him from grace 

does he finally accept his well-deserved humble status. Lurie’s 

daughter Lucy is an example of the exact opposite. She not only 

submits to the demands placed on her, but in fact actively accepts her 

liminal status and by this process becomes part of the new culture; 

representative of the future. The middle stance is exemplified by 

Rayment in Slow Man. Unwillingly forced to cope with restricted 

mobility, he initially rejects the possibilities of this liminal status. 

Gradually he begins to realise the possibilities of adopting a new 

identity – one that he tries to steal from Miroslav Jokić. Coetzee 
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facilitates the expression of a unique identity by using narrative 

themes such as copy/original, the threshold, heritage, and loss. 

 

In the second place it is argued that Coetzee expects the implied 

reader of his fictional texts to participate in the acceptance or 

rejection of liminality. The Lives of Animals, which is to be read in 

conjunction with Elizabeth Costello, Slow Man and Diary of a Bad Year 

confront the reader with eminently ethical issues. Some readers may 

be affronted by the terse confrontations and refuse to consider the 

possibility of change; others may reluctantly accept the change in 

which direction the questions seem to nudge them, and yet others 

may embrace change wholeheartedly.  

 

Once the reader has been sensitised by reading a Coetzee text, his 

involvement with the text necessitates exercising a choice. In this way 

the reader attains the status of co-author. It is concluded that 

Coetzee’s texts, although non-prescriptive, advocate the acceptance 

and embrace of liminality and provide useful and thought-provoking 

suggestions on the benefits of accepting the liminal status. Liminality 

provides the scope for the definition of identity not only as foil to the 

Other but also as an autonomous presence. 

 

 

‘Outsider Science Fiction’ or the Mainstreamisation of a 

Genre 

 

Carole Guesse 

University of Liège 

carole.guesse@gmail.com 

 

Darko Suvin’s concept of ‘outsider science fiction’ has been largely 

ignored by science-fiction scholars. Yet, this concept is truly helpful 
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in apprehending a whole range of novels featuring science-fiction 

elements and written by renowned, mainstream writers, such as 

Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale (1985), Kazuo Ishiguro’s 

Never Let Me Go (2005) or Cormac Mc Carthy’s The Road (2006).  

 

This paper was inspired by Andy Sawyer’s article “Kazuo Ishiguro’s 

Never Let Me Go and ‘Outsider Science Fiction’” (2011), in which 

Sawyer alludes to ‘outsider science fiction’ only briefly and mainly 

focuses on the representation of science in Ishiguro’s novel. The aim 

of this paper is to broaden the argument and discuss the definition 

and relevance of ‘outsider science fiction’ and its possible 

contributions to literary and genre studies.  

 

This paper partly relies on the study of the aforementioned novels 

and writers to establish the institutional status of outsider sf. On the 

one hand, it observes that scholars and science-fiction readers alike 

are reluctant to brand these works as ‘science fiction’, and are even 

less prone to calling their authors ‘science-fiction writers’. On the 

other hand, outsider science fiction is welcomed by the mainstream 

readership and accepted by the scholars who usually doubt the literary 

legitimacy of ‘regular’ science fiction. One can therefore see outsider 

science fiction as a bridge between science fiction and mainstream 

literature, an institutional interface enabling science-fiction themes, 

settings and motifs to circulate from one side to the other. However, 

these might undergo transformations so that the mainstream 

readership understands and appreciates them.  

 

Some might object that mainstream authors writing science fiction is 

not an unprecedented phenomenon – one thinks, in particular, of 

utopian writers such as Plato, Thomas More or Francis Bacon. The 

difference between these writers and those mentioned before lies in 

the fact that Plato, More or Bacon wrote before the establishment of 

science fiction as a genre whereas Atwood, Ishiguro, and McCarthy 
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were indubitably influenced by the collective psyche created by 

science-fiction novels and films, which Umberto Eco calls ‘xéno-

encyclopédie’. 

 

This paper also studies the extent to which outsider sf writers can be 

said to use science-fiction motifs in ways which range from the naïve 

to the ironic. Sawyer’s article implies that writers of outsider science 

fiction usually use familiar science-fiction motifs rather naïvely, but 

this conclusion, besides being reductive, is also hasty. As we will see, 

studying the writers’ specific attitudes towards science fiction indeed 

conveys a more nuanced conclusion which reveals different formal 

and ideological facets of the ‘genre’. 
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Tony Harrison’s poetry is rooted in the experience of a man who 

came out of the working class of Leeds and who, avowedly, became 

a poet and a stranger to his own community. As Harrison duly noted 
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in one interview, from the moment he began his formal education at 

Leeds Grammar School thereafter he has never felt fully at home in 

either the world of literature or the world of his working class 

background and chose to continually transgress their boundaries 

which meant being subjected to perpetual change.  

 

The paper tries to define his poetic identity, whose ongoing 

construction remains one of the most persistently reoccurring themes 

of his poems and which cannot be seen otherwise as through the 

prism of interwoven patterns of such oppositions as centre vs. 

periphery, marginal vs. mainstream, liminal vs. well – established. In 

the context of sociological thought of such scholars as Z. Bauman, 

A. Jacobson–Widding, Z. Bokszański and others the following paper 

discusses the way in which those patterns operate in selected poems 

from Harrison’s widely acclaimed sonnet sequence The School of 

Eloquence whose unique character stems partly from the fact that it 

constitutes an ongoing poetic project which has been continued from 

1978 onwards, reflecting social and cultural changes of contemporary 

Britain.  

 

While trying to describe the nature of identity construction in 

Harrison’s verse the paper focuses on the importance of liminality in 

the creation of identity of the poems’ speaker, poetic persona Tony 

Harrison. He is the poet’s alter-ego, an ambivalent hero but most 

importantly a contemporary artist, permanently dislocated, creating 

within the frame of ‘versuses of life’: between public and private 

experience, between past histories and a present moment, between 

melancholy and delight, between male and female as opposite but 

potentially complementary energies and finally between survival and 

extinction, opposite but closely related forces which permeate history 

of individuals and communities. 
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‘Put on white to feel black’ - Crises, Cricket and a Rite of 

Passage in Joseph O’Neill’s Postcolonial New York 
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Joseph O’Neill’s novel Netherland is the story of Hans van den Broek, 

a Dutchman, married to Englishwoman Rachel, living in New York 

City. Traumatised in the months after 9/11, Rachel returns to 

London with their son Jake for a trial separation, leaving Hans in an 

unbearable limbo of fear and loneliness. This physical separation 

from his family precipitates Hans’s metaphorical drift and eventual 

separation from his familiar Wall Street surroundings, as he begins to 

fall through the cracks into a liminal space, and the unfamiliar 

communitas of New York cricket. 

 

This liminal space is where Hans finds some solace is New York’s 

outer boroughs of Brooklyn and Staten Island, where cricket is played 

by those who are invisible to Manhattan. Returning to the game he 

played as a child in The Hague, leads to an immersion in New York’s 

postcolonial soup, and an unlikely yet genuine friendship with Chuck 

Ramkissoon, an all-American Trinidadian charmer, entrepreneur, and 

above all, cricket enthusiast. As the only white man on the park, 

Chuck quips that cricket’s status in New York can offer Hans a taste 

of how it feels to be black in the United States, “Put on the white 

clothes of the cricketer. Put on white to feel black” (13).  

 

This paper will examine O’Neill’s portrayal of New York City as a 

liminal space in the aftermath of 11 September 2001. An event which 

in itself brought the curtain down on the 90s, leaving the city on the 

threshold of a new century, that was to be born out of violence. 
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Having passed through his own personal crisis in the wake of 9/11, 

Hans van den Broek finds a resolution of sorts through the swing of 

a cricket bat high in the air. It is contrary to everything he had learned 

on The Hague’s cricket greens, but it acts as a rite of passage that 

allows his transcultural identity to finally flourish, and a process of re-

assimilation and reconciliation to begin. 

 

 

The Edge of Poetic Modernism: the sustained limits of 

form 

 

Antonio Jiménez-Muñoz 

University of Oviedo 
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Unlike previous critical categories, poetic Modernism was quickly 

established as a cohesive field. From the point of view of the canon 

(with the early adoption of Eliot and Pound as leading figures as well 

as rivals), by the beginning of World War II the list of authors falling 

under the category had been tightly fixed. However, and most 

importantly, a quintessential feature of Modernism had already been 

established from the conservative quarters of Ransom, Leavis and 

others: a modernist work of art needed to show a self-conscious break 

with traditional styles, to be part of the tradition of the new 

(Rosenberg 1994). A so-considered modernist poem has its traits in 

experimentalism and formal complexity, in non-linear and non-

traditional structures, in the dichotomy between creation and 

decreation. This monolithic, reductive idea of Modernism contrasts 

with the variety and complexity of poetry written at the time. Not all 

poetry produced at the time needed to be modernist, but an 

examination to formulations in the field of Modernism in the second 

mailto:jimenezantonio@uniovi.es


 

46 

part of the twentieth century show how the term has progressively 

used as a historical rather than literary category. 

 

This paper challenges the overwrought emphasis on formal 

approaches inherited from early critical constructions in the field, still 

present in recent monographs and anthologies (Corcoran 2007, 

Childs 2007, Levenson 2011). First, because Modernism has become 

an unstable, almost anachronistic concept in this new century, and 

secondly because a more flexible and less formal reading of poets 

such as Yeats and Hardy, but also Mew, Sitwell, Wickham, Townsend 

Warner and others would reveal that, scratching underneath the 

varnish of form, this other Modernism can also be as tradition-

defying and innovative as canonical Modernism. These authors do 

not break with fixed forms but are perceptibly resisting tradition from 

within those forms. The critical emphasis on technique of does not 

need be reductive: it must not be understood as attention to form as 

opposed to content, but as the recognition that form does play a part 

in meaning and reader reception. Just as the interface between poetry 

and art, this preponderance of form was probably an innovation in 

critical approaches towards the 1940s, but the collateral reductions 

the emphasis on form entail cannot be sustained these days. A careful 

revision of the aesthetic tenets of Modernism is long due, and the 

inclusion in the Modernist canon of these historically-bounded but 

conceptually-liminal authors and their poetic output can illuminate 

the period in a much more comprehensive, although perhaps less 

cohesive field. It would uncover a Modernism which, beyond tactics 

of disruption and exclusion, dialogues with the Victorian tradition in 

more ways than one.  
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Since the very cradle of humanity, Literature has been sanctioned as 

a prestigious widespread cultural practice whereby human beings 

make sense of their world. Literary Criticism serves the purpose of 

scrutinising verbal works of art from a wide range of critical 

perspectives – from the Structuralist and New Criticism tenets that 

prevailed in roughly the first half of the 20th century, through 

psychoanalytic interpretation and Reception Theory, to 

Poststructuralism, Postmodernism, Feminism, Ecocriticism and 

Postcolonialism. However, la raison d’être of Literary Criticism is 

inextricably linked to the primordial statements on truth pronounced 

by Literature from time to time. T.S. Eliot, Northrop Frye, Harold 

Bloom and Helen Vendler (some of the pre-eminent minds of the 

20th century) knew deep inside what it means to pursue Literary 

Criticism with intellectual integrity, honesty and rigour. Like 

Literature itself, Literary Criticism is not devoid of creativity either. 

The gesture of scrutinising literary works of art to find out the truths 

contained in them about humanity and our world is also a way of 

honouring the deep thinking and the beauty inherent in Literature. 

For, like Philosophy, committed Literary Criticism is in pursuit of 

truth –and also of beauty, if permitted. In this sense, it is necessary to 
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qualify the term ‘truth’ following the intuitions of contemporary 

Philosophy. French philosopher Alain Badiou claims that there are 

four types of generic procedures or conditions of Philosophy –the 

matheme, the poem, political invention and love–, which may 

produce different kinds of truth: scientific, artistic, political and 

amorous truths. According to Badiou, a truth is “at once something 

new, hence something rare and exceptional, yet, touching the very 

being of that of which it is a truth, it is also the most stable, the closest, 

ontologically speaking, to the initial state of things”. Hence, it is a 

matter of the utmost urgency to restore such concepts as truth, beauty 

and good to the very centre of the study of the Humanities. It is by 

no means an easy task. 

 

In the early decades of the 21st century –a Zeitgeist marked by a fiery 

relativism and a widespread nihilism that highlights the impossibility 

of gaining access to ultimate truths–, the state of Literary Criticism 

and the sheer bulk of critical work being written on primary texts (i.e. 

literary works of art) should prompt us to rethink what is central and 

what is peripheral in the field of literary creativity and literary research 

when it comes to Anglophone Studies. It is our contention that, in 

the context of the so-called Society of Knowledge, the best writing 

and the most profound thinking about Literature, Culture or 

Language might well be taking place outside academia. What is 

peripheral might be truly pertinent or relevant, and what is liminal 

might be just a luminous contribution to the ever-growing treasure-

house of human knowledge. Thus, independent small presses across 

the USA and Canada publishing limited-edition broadsides or 

chapbooks, free-lance researchers, brave translators and independent 

thinkers, self-made scholars writing from within the periphery or 

margins of Empire might be pronouncing temporary truths that are 

worthy of our attention.  
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What appears to be crystal clear is that we are witnessing a 

proliferation of critical writing (as opposed to primary or primordial writing) 

for which there is no precedent in History: in the age of multi-modal 

communication, a species of writing that is subsidiary to the primary 

literary work is thriving and being disseminated through a huge 

variety of channels (academic journals, printed and electronic 

publications, Web 2.0 applications). Now, the construction of 

knowledge is a collective and cooperative enterprise, but how is 

lasting, valuable knowledge created and sanctioned as such, 

particularly in the field of the Humanities? And who owns human 

knowledge? Is it not a prerogative pertaining to the whole of 

humankind? Is it not true that, as Goethe said some hundred years 

ago, we humans know everything if we join efforts? The power and 

promise of Literary Criticism are part of the challenge, but also part 

of the answer to this crucial epistemological dilemma. 
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One of the characteristics of our globalised world, and an important 

consequence of globalisation, has been the continuous movement of 

people, both within the same country or abroad. Our planet is turning 

into a ‘global village’ characterised by the flux of migration of people. 

Better job opportunities or the hope for a better future are some of 

the reasons why many decide to leave their hometown and undertake 

a journey into unknown futures inspired by the improvement their 

lives can undergo. 
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During this process of starting anew in a different location, with what 

it entails to settle down and the efforts to fit in a different society and 

even a different culture, subjects undergo a process of liminality 

through which they will have to adapt and change in order to become 

members of the society they have decided to live in. 

 

In spite of loneliness, dislocation, and sometimes even the acquisition 

of a new language, in-between-ness and the need for acceptance 

become the first obstacles immigrants want to break. It is crucial for 

them to fulfil these needs to overtake the difficulties that are liable to 

arise later. This could be interpreted as one of the first tasks they have 

to carry out in order to redefine themselves and develop a new 

personality, different to the one they had before moving, which will 

allow them to become active members and residents of the host 

society. 

 

Diasporic contemporary Indian English writer Kiran Desai reflects in 

her Booker Prize winning work, The Inheritance of Loss, the loneliness 

and experiences that will change the lives of two characters: Jemubhai 

Patel, the first Indian in the community who goes to England to 

become a respectable judge; and Biju, the son of Patel’s cook, who 

travels to the United States looking for a better future and the 

American Dream. 

 

These two characters undergo what could be considered as different 

types of diasporas while living surrounded by an adverse nature or 

circumstances: whereas one of them realises that his place in the 

world belongs to his homeland, the other one is unable to surpass the 

liminal process and so to recover from the marginality suffered when 

being a diasporic subject, experiencing dislocation even in his home 

place.  

 



 

51 

Throughout this paper, the turning of their dreams into a nightmare 

will be analysed in order to understand the consequences –even the 

psychological ones– that produce being part of the diaspora while 

remaining at a liminal space in the margins of society in a globalised 

context. 

 

 

Beyond the Border of Suburban Shame: reading 

liminality in Zadie Smith’ NW 
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Zadie Smith’s latest novel, NW (2012), provides multiple examples of 

liminality in contemporary London. The novel, which revolves 

around four main protagonists from working-class origins, reflects on 

space, time, identity, and intertextuality. The story narrates the lives 

of the protagonists and their journey into adulthood, which for some 

involves a journey from suburban periphery to the normative centre. 

This movement has been widely studied in postcolonial theory but 

Smith may be proposing a re-reading of it in NW. For the purpose of 

this paper, I will focus on the development of Keisha, one of the two 

female protagonists. Keisha develops a new identity under the name 

of Natalie as she tries to be accepted in a higher-class circle shortly 

after she starts university. Thus, she will change her name and she will 

accept normativity as the only way forward and the only possibility to 

attain agency. However, this new identity will cause a split identity 

which will eventually lead her to regard herself as having “no name, 

no biography” (360) when she returns to her original, shameful 

suburban home. The novel presents readers with new instances of 

liminality as Keisha crosses the boundaries between spaces, between 
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identities, and between the influence of high and popular culture. 

Liminality is further explored in the specific context of the novel, a 

multicultural society that still rejects certain subjects despite boasting 

about its acceptance of difference, and that is increasingly widening 

the gap between classes. Smith, who has been considered to be one 

of the representatives of multiculturalism at the turn of the 

millennium, seems to be criticising the mainstream understanding of 

hybrid, multicultural subjects and the apparent (de)politicisation of 

these subjects. In addition, far from achieving a positive blurring of 

borders, in the novel borders are becoming more defined and more 

difficult to cross. Therefore, I will analyse the concept of liminality in 

the novel and its connection to a globalised, multicultural world that 

struggles with liminality and which is creating isolated spaces and 

subjects that have to confront new temporalities. Drawing on 

different studies on liminality, I will provide a close reading of the 

novel, paying attention to the feelings of in-betweenness, marginality 

and inferiority that have been associated with liminality and which 

deeply affect Keisha as she becomes aware of her own identity and 

the perceptions that others have of her, which provokes a constant 

(re)definition of her individual identity in relation to the various 

communities she inhabits. In addition, I will examine how the reality 

portrayed in the novel may offer new perspectives on the more 

general understanding of liminality. 
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The Influence of Hybrid Spaces in the Ritual Passage to 

Adulthood: Rudolfo Anaya’s Bless me, Ultima 
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The fictional space of Bless Me Ultima incorporates themes of 

Hispanic culture, Mexican American acculturation, ancient cures and 

healing practices, pagan myths and very important, borderlands. 

Gloria Anzaldúa explains borderlands as the epitome of Chicano 

culture, and as an accepted permanency which defines Chicano 

identities collectively and individually. Anaya’s borderland 

consciousness dictates the use of these binaries and contradictions 

and augments the mestizo/hybrid aspect in the lives of his characters 

expressed in the mixture of European (Spanish) and 

pagan/indigenous elements. He demonstrates a negotiation of 

borders and binaries, as there are constant juxtapositions and 

dichotomies in his narrative. Bless Me, Ultima is a novel about the 

process of a boy’s maturation and its protagonist is trapped in a space 

of a restless conflict between a set of opposed forces that will define 

his life. The passage to adulthood is an important period because it is 

the most promising phase in a person’s life cycle and a critical life-

stage full of liminal experiences. Bless Me, Ultima is a novel of self-

creation in which the author retells and reworks childhood memories 

and folktales in order to discover his history and thus constructs a 

hybrid new identity consciously deciding which aspects and spaces he 

will claim and which he must discard. The novel presents truthful and 

shocking testimonials of the inner conflicts endured by the adolescent 

protagonist, who either toils on the soil, carving out a third space of 

existence among migrant campesinos, or experience marginalisation in 

an Anglo-dominant space. Antonio has to resolve the contradictions 
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within his culture: he finds them in his family circle within the two 

different backgrounds of his father and mother and in the two 

different outlooks on the spiritual world based on Christian values 

and pre-Colombian pagan practices. 

 

In this article I will analyse these binary forces opposed that Antonio 

has to cope with during his process to maturation and show that 

Anaya does not simply entertain the readers by portraying this space 

of conflicting situations, but he craftily integrates a solution to it. In 

his ritual passage to adulthood Antonio experiences liminality which 

can be painful and confusing, but a necessary part in the process in 

becoming an adult Chicano.  

 

The space of Bless Me Ultima leaves the individual in a sense of feeling 

constantly displaced – unceasingly included, yet excluded, as 

Anzaldúa would say, however, Antonio successfully manages to 

establish a harmony and understanding of his binaries and 

contradictions. He overcomes the complications of their culture 

defined by tradition and binaries and resist this conflicting space. 

Antonio creates a new way of being and seeing that transcends the 

oppositional forces that would divide him. Like Anzaldúa’s mestiza, 

Antonio develops a “tolerance for contradictions, a tolerance for 

ambiguity. [...] learns to juggle cultures” and “develops a plural 

personality” and “operates in a plural mode”. Not only does [he] 

sustain contradictions, [he] turns the ambivalence into some- thing 

else” (79). This certainly does not mean that Antonio avoids all strife 

with this conflicting space, but, his quietness and serenity gives him 

agency over the situation. By merging all the conflicting elements, 

Christian and indigenous, Antonio creates a new harmonious space, 

an inherently universal and unifying phenomenon that is beyond the 

weight of any cultural distinctions and divides. He creates a space 

which locates positivity and notions of a hopeful future and helps 
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dissolve the space of binaries and divides and allows him to perceive 

himself as liberated and emancipated. 
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The effect of anxiety on the attitudes of Iraqi 

postgraduate students towards EFL writing in UKM 

Ahmed Abdulateff Sabti(1) and Kemboja Ismail(2) 
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University Kebangsaan Malaysia 

The aim of study was to investigate the attitudes and the anxiety level 

of Iraqi postgraduate students towards EFL writing, and the 

mechanisms that can help them reduce such anxiety. A combination 

of quantitative and qualitative approaches was employed on 30 Iraqi 

postgraduate students at the National University of Malaysia (UKM). 

The respondents comprised 18 male and 12 female students aged 

between 20 and 40 years old. Two instruments were administered to 

obtain data, namely, the “Second Language Writing Anxiety 

Inventory” (SLWAI) survey questionnaire that was adopted from 

Cheng (2004) and a semi-structured interview. SLWAI consisted of 

22 items that identified the attitudes of the respondents towards EFL 

writing. Based on the analysis of the study by One-Sample, T-Test 

revealed that the majority of students had low attitudes towards EFL 

writing. Via Independent Sample T-Test, gender was indicated as a 

significant factor, which affected the attitudes of the respondents 

towards EFL writing. Female respondents showed higher and more 

positive attitudes towards EFL writing than males. The Chi-Square 

test showed a significant association between attitude and gender. In 

terms of attitude towards EFL writing, female respondents showed 

low anxiety, whereas male respondents had high anxiety. Qualitative 

data showed the same pattern, and thus, affirmed the quantitative 

results. Therefore, Iraqi postgraduate students required additional 

exposure to academic writing regardless of their gender. Other 

activities can familiarize them with the significance of academic 

writing at the tertiary level. 
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This paper will discuss some verbs in Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) 

that are believed to be functioning as auxiliaries and expressing some 

types of tense and aspect in MSA. It will describe the meaning of these 

verbs and their use in MSA and then provide a syntactic analysis for 

them (see Ryding 2005 and Alotaibi 2014). 

These verbs in MSA can precede lexicon verbs and occur with them in the 

same clause. The aim of their combination with lexicon verbs is to 

express some types of tense and aspect. The paper will discuss the 

following ‘to be’ verbs in MSA: kān, Ɂaṣbaḥ, Ɂaḍḥā, ẓall, bāt and Ɂamsā. 

These verbs have special status in MSA because of their syntactic effect. 

They are called sisters of kān because they resemble kān in its syntactic 

effect. Each of these verbs requires the nominative marker on the 

subject and the accusative marker on the complement if it is a noun. 

Also, the complement of these verbs can be a verb. 

The paper will provide a syntactic analysis for these verbs in MSA 

using the Lexicon Functional Grammar framework (LFG). It will 

discuss the two possible analyzes within LFG which are suggested by 

Falk (2008) for English Auxiliaries. Falk (2008) discusses the syntactic 

functional relations between auxiliaries and lexicon verbs that follow 

them. He outlines two possible analyzes, namely, the aux-feature and the 

aux-predicate analyzes. In the first analysis, the aux-feature, the lexicon 

verb is analyzed as the head of the sentence while the auxiliary is 
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analyzed as a modifier or marker expressing tense. On the other 

hand, in the aux-predicate analysis, the auxiliary is analyzed as the head 

of the sentence and the lexicon verb is its complement. 
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Recent studies have provided various definitions and classifications 

of the so-called blend, mixed, hybrid or ambiguous verbal 

constructions, that is, structures that combine modal and lexical 

features, as in (1) (Duffley 1994; Denison 1998; Beths 1999; 

Taeymans 2004a, b, 2006; Schlüler 2010). The characterisation of the 

past simple form dared selecting bare-infinitive complementation, 

which is considered both a blend (Denison 1998 and Schlüter 2010) 

and a modal verb (Beths 1999 and Taeymans 2004 a, b), is the main 

point of disagreement among the scholars.  

(1) Louely Eleanour, Who darde for Edwards sake cut through 

the seas. (a1592 R. GREENE Frier Bacon (1594) sig. C) 

(OED s.v. dared 4 β.) 
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This study investigates both the rise, evolution and status of dared, and 

the obsolescence of durst in simple-past and conditional contexts in 

Middle English and Early Modern English. The Penn-Helsinki 

Corpus of Middle English (PPCME2), the Penn-Helsinki Parsed 

Corpus of Early Modern English (PPCEME), the Oxford English 

Dictionary and the Middle English Dictionary are the sources used in this 

study.  

In Early Modern English, DURST starts losing its past reference and 

is gradually replaced with DARE, in conditional contexts, and with 

the new weak past form dared in non-conditional contexts. The 

regularization process that dare undergoes with the adoption of new 

lexical features at that time may have favoured the replacement and 

obsolescence of DURST by the new past tense dared. The context in 

which dared is used, i.e. assertive or non-assertive, is the only indicator 

of its modal, blend or lexical status (Beths 1999: 1101). According to 

Beths (1999: 1101) and Taeymans (2004b: 101-102) auxiliary dared is 

restricted to non-assertive contexts and BI complements. 

The development of the form dares (vs. dare) in third-person singular 

contexts, as in (2) (vs. (3)), supports my analysis of dared plus a bare-

infinitive complement as a blend construction (cf. Beths 1999 and 

Taeymans 2004b). The data indicate that dared follows the same 

evolution as the third person singular form dares, but with a time lag 

between them. Both dares and dared show layering and the possibility 

to occur in (non)-assertive contexts (Jacobsson 1974: 62; Heine 1993, 

Duffley 1994: 218; Quirk et al. 1985). These findings support the 

claim that there is no reason to consider the new past tense form dared 

followed by a bare-infinitive clause in a non-assertive construction as 

modal by simply claiming that this form replaced the old form 

DURST in past and conditional contexts. 
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(2) and let them see how he dare correct them for the like 

offences when they presume to commit them again, and 

especially if they behave themselves stubbornely before 

their fellowes. (HOOLE-E3-P2, 236.20) 

(3) but above all People in St. Katherines, I admire at my next 

Neighbour, that hath always good store of Plate, and Coin 

of Gold and Silver always by her, that she dares lye alone, or 

with none but a poor simple Girl, that is her Servant; 

especially having such a weak Old House, (PENNY-E3-

P2, 210.345) 

Keywords: central modals, semi-auxiliaries, blend constructions, layering, 
regularization, (non-)assertivity 

References 

Beths, Frank. 1999. “The History of Dare and the Status of 
Unidirectionality.” Linguistics 37: 1069-1110. 

Denison, David. 1998. “Syntax.” In The Cambridge History of the English 
Language, Volume IV: 1776-1997, edited by Suzanne Romaine, 
92-329. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Duffley, Patrick J. 1994. “Need and Dare: The Black Sheep of the 
Modal Family.” Lingua 94: 213-243. 

Heine, Bernd. 1993. Auxiliaries: Cognitive Forces and Grammaticalization. 
New York: Oxford University Press. 

Jacobsson, Bengt. 1974. “The auxiliary need.” English Studies 55: 56-63. 

Quirk, Randolph, Sidney Greenbaum, Geoffrey Leech, and Jan 
Svartvik. 1985. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English 
Language. London: Longman. 

Schlüter, Julia. 2010. “To Dare To or Not To: Is Auxiliarization 
Reversible?” In Formal Evidence in Grammaticalization Research, 
edited by An van Liden, Jean-Christophe Verstraete, and 
Kristin Davidse, 289-325. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 



 

64 

Taeymans, Martine. 2004a. “DARE and NEED in British and 
American Present-Day English: 1960s-1990s.” In New 
Perspectives on English Historical Linguistics: Selected Papers from 
12ICEHL, Glasgow, 21-26 August 2002, Vol. 1: Syntax and 
Morphology [Current issues in Linguistic Theory 251], edited 
by Christian Kay, Simon Horobin, and Jeremy Smith, 215-
227. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.  

––– 2004b. “An Investigation into the marginal modals DARE and 
NEED in British Present-day English: A Corpus-based 
Approach.” In Up and Down the Cline – The Nature of 
Grammaticalization, edited by Olga Fischer, Muriel Norde, and 
Harry Perridon, 97-114. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.  

––– 2006. An Investigation into the Emergence and Development of the Verb 
Need from Old to Present-Day English: A Corpus-Based Approach. 
PhD dissertation. Antwerp: Universiteit Antwerpen. 

 

 
Grammar of color terms in the French language 

Célia Bernez  

University Otto-von-Guericke 

celia.bernez@ovgu.de 

In this paper we will present the terms that designate a color in the 

French language. We will begin with a description of the relations 

between the nouns of the lexical field of color, constituted by couleur, 

coloris, nuance, teinte, ton. Then we will specify the units belonging to the 

classes designated by couleurs and nuances. While the former gathers 

morphologically simple terms like blanc, bleu, jaune, noir, rouge, vert, the 

latter brings together the nuances which are denominated by 

constructed lexical units like rouge opera or jaune de Naples. 

1) The syntactic-semantic description of the terms of the lexical fields 

will show that all the terms get organized with one another and that 
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all types of realization of a color can thus be designated. Different 

aspects, especially the absence or the presence of an initiator and the 

inherence of the origin of the color, would be emphasized. 

2) To improve this description, we will analyze the simple words 

(blanc, bleu etc.) which deserve being described because they are not 

like what they seem to be, namely names of property (according to 

the definition by Van de Velde 1995 and Flaux and Van de Velde 

2000). We will show, thanks to syntactic properties, that in reality they 

form a separate category. This will induce to hypothesize that the 

conception that we have of colors, as phenomenon of the world, is 

not comparable to other properties (little, squared…) because color is 

not only considered as an inherent quality, but also as a texture 

(namely something that covers/hides). Actually, the description of 

the particularities of the color adjectives in the linguistic graduation 

(especially in a combination with the adverb très) will point out that 

color does not only lead to a qualitative interpretation but also to a 

quantitative one (with a critique of the hypotheses by Milner 1978; 

Whittaker 2002; Noailly 2005; Kleiber 2007).  

3) We will achieve this analysis of the color terms with a description 

of the three kinds of constructed units which form the class of terms 

designated by nuance. According to the theoretic frame by Corbin 

(unpublished), they can be issued from a conversion (orange, saumon), 

a composition (bleu ciel, rouge opéra) or a syntactic-gathering (rouge de 

Naples, noir d’ivoire). Each one uses a noun. We will show the 

differences of use of each construction in relation with the chromatic 

property of the referent of the noun.  
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Over the course of the last twenty years or so, there has been a 
substantial body of research on adverbial subordinators from various 

approaches. Among these, special mention should be made of the 

monograhs by Kortmann (1997), Pérez-Quintero (2002) and Lenker 

(2010) and the collective volume edited by Ursula Lenker and Anneli 

Meurman-Solin (2007). Furthermore, numerous corpus-based article-

length studies on the rise and development of individual adverbial 

subordinators have been published over the last decade (cf. López-

Couso 2007; Molencki 2007 and Rissanen 2007, 2011, 2012, among 

many others). However, there is still a relative scarcity of studies 

dealing with what Kortmann (1997: 301) denominates 'ephemeral' 
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adverbial subordinators, i.e. those that were added to the inventory 

of adverbial connectives in Late Middle English or, more commonly, 

in Early Modern English and which lasted shortly or became obsolete 

or highly restricted beyond these periods. 

In view of the research gap in this area, the present study explores the 

notion of ephemerality within the domain of concessive 

subordinators. For this purpose, the diachronic development of six 

ephemeral concessive connectives, namely albeit, howbeit, 

how(so/some)ever, how so, how well and notwithstanding, will be outlined 

with a view to compare them to the prototypical concessive 

subordinators although and though. In doing so, a more comprehensive 

picture of the origin and development of ephemeral concessive 

connectives will be provided, which will throw some light on the 

notion of ephemerality in the domain of adverbial subordinators as a 

whole.  

The analysis will pay attention, among other issues, to the following: 

the grammaticalisation (cf. Hopper and Traugott 2003) of the 

subordinators under study, the patterns of distribution of these forms 

across time with reference to their frequency, their position in the 

clause and their combination with the ‘pleonastic’ that (cf. Beal 1988; 

Rissanen 1999), and their use in different text types and by different 

authors. For my analysis, the data are mainly taken from The Helsinki 

Corpus and ARCHER (A Representative Corpus of Historical English 

Registers), two multi-genre corpora that cover the entire history of 

English, as well as the electronic versions of the Oxford English 

Dictionary and of the Middle English Dictionary. 

Keywords: ephemerality, concessive subordinators, corpus-based study, variation 
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Free adjuncts (FA) such as the one highlighted in (1) and absolute 

constructions (ACs) such as the one in (2) are typically non-finite 

constructions conveying adverbial meaning with respect to a main 

clause: 

(1) but I was now too old for the navy, being sixteen years of age. 

(FAYRER-1900,7.150) 

(2) Then I rode off alone, Monty having thrown me over; 

(BENSON-190X,116.333) 

This paper aims to study the distribution of the two constructions in 

the Late Modern English (LModE) period and to compare the results 

with those of other accounts based on data from Early Modern (Río-

Rey 2002) and Contemporary English (Kortmann 1991). A corpus-

based study has been carried out in order to obtain data from the 

LModE period, in particular, from the Penn Parsed Corpora of 

Modern British English. 

Two main variables are analyzed in this paper: (i) the syntactic and 

semantic properties of the constructions under scrutiny, and (ii) their 

textual distribution. 

On the one hand, as regards the syntactic and semantic properties, I 

will pay attention to their position in the clause, to the occurrence of 

(c)overt subjects and to the links holding between the FAs/ACs and 
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other clausal constituents. First, FAs and ACs can occupy three 

different positions with respect to the syntactic design of the main 

clauses: initial, medial and final positions. Even though the data show 

similar percentages for initial and final position in the first half of the 

LModE period, there is a clear preference for final position in later 

periods. Second, ACs and FAs are generally distinguished by, 

respectively, the presence or the absence of a subject constituent. 

Third, as a consequence of their syntactic design, FAs need to look 

for a subject referent in the main clause while ACs have their own 

subject. I will classify constructions with a referent in the main clause 

as semantically related and those without a reference in the main 

clause as unrelated. The results of this analysis show that most FAs 

are controlled by their matrix clauses because they need to saturate 

the empty subject slot. Around 50 percent of the examples of ACs 

are also controlled and this makes their syntactic integration more 

difficult due to the existence of explicit subjects in the nonfinite 

constituents. In FAs, final position is favoured by the data when there 

is subject identity, whereas the unrelated examples do not show 

preference for either initial or final position. The opposite case is that 

of ACs, in which final position is favoured in the unrelated examples, 

and initial and final placement is feasible in the so-called related 

examples. 

On the other hand, as far as the distribution of FAs and ACs per text 

type is concerned, previous studies on these constructions support 

the view that ACs and FAs are clearly preferred in written discourse 

rather than in spoken language (Thompson 1983: 45-46; Kortmann 

1991: 38; Río-Rey 2002: 315), showing in consequence text-type 

dependency. The analysis of the data in this study confirms that the 

productivity of FAs and ACs in written narrative texts overtakes the 

use of these constructions in spoken discourse. 
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Pesetsky (1987) argued that a d-linked constituent, to qualify as such, 

must refer to a set of entities which is either pre-established or shared 

knowledge. I argue that such a definition is incomplete, as d-linking 

phenomena are better captured by assuming that d-linked fillers must 

not only be pre-established, but also restrictive: they must have an exact 

reference, i.e. e.g. they must pick a specific entity out of the set of all 

entities E (compare “some book”, non-restrictive, vs. “the book that 

John gave me”, restrictive).  



 

73 

To test the validity of such definition, 34 native speakers of Italian 

were presented with an acceptability judgement questionnaire (1-to-7 

point Likert Scale) consisting of 42 Italian sentences; each was an 

interrogative clause featuring a weak island violation (e.g. what do you 

wonder whether to buy?”). The restrictiveness of the wh-word (in bold) 

was manipulated to obtain different levels of complexity. In 

particular, I contrasted three main degrees of restrictiveness: I 

compared [-restrictive] wh-phrases with [moderately restrictive] and with 

[+restrictive] one. The [-restrictive] fillers were bare wh-words of the 

type of “who, which”. The [moderately restrictive] fillers were fillers 

of the type of “which book”, which feature a lexical restriction but 

do not otherwise restrict the set of books which has to be taken in 

consideration. There were three types of [+restrictive] fillers: 

[+demonstrative] fillers (e.g. “Which of these books”), [+numeral] 

fillers (e.g., “Which of those three books”) and [+relative clause] 

fillers (e.g. “Which of the books Sylvie suggested”).The aim of this 

experiment was to determine whether, all else being equal, the degree 

of restrictiveness of the filler is a significant predictor of the 

acceptability of the overall sentence.  

A two-way, repeated-measures analysis of variance was conducted on 

the results, with level of restrictiveness as the independent variable. The 

results of the ANOVA revealed a significant main effect of the degree 

of restrictiveness of the filler used: questions featuring more 

restrictive fillers were judged to be significantly more acceptable than 

questions featuring less restrictive fillers ((F(2.2; 72.2)=19.062, 

p.=.000)). In particular, the mean rating for the [-restrictive] condition 

was of 2.2, of 4.1 for the [moderately restrictive] and of 5.3 for the 

[+restrictive].  

The fact that structures featuring a weak island violation were 

perceived to be more or less acceptable depending on the 

restrictiveness of the filler is evidence in favor of the soundness of 
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the proposed analysis: the degree of restrictiveness of the wh- filler 

does indeed seem to be an important predictor of the acceptability of 

an island-violating structure. As all test items were presented in 

isolation, it can also be concluded that the restrictiveness of the filler 

in a weak island construction seems to outweigh the importance of 

its pre-establishness. Questions which are presented in isolation 

obviously cannot refer to an entity previously mentioned in the 

discourse, and yet we see that these constructions can still be 

perceived as acceptable, provided that the wh-phrase has a sufficiently 

restrictive reference.  

Keywords d-linking, restrictiveness, wh-phrases, weak islands, extraction  
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Agreement is a pervasive feature in the world’s languages which has 

been widely explored and discussed in the last decades due to the 

cross-linguistic and the language-internal mismatches which it evinces 

(Corbett 2006; Baker 2008). Even languages which lack a rich 

inflectional morphology like English show significant inconsistencies 

in terms of agreement patterns. One remarkable area which has been 
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of particular interest for linguists concerns verbal agreement with 

collective nouns in English (Levin 2001; Depraetere 2003). This study 

sheds some light in this field by investigating in samples of the written 

parts of the British National Corpus (BNC) and the Corpus of 

Contemporary American English (COCA) the patterns of verbal 

agreement of 23 singular collective nouns which take of-dependents 

containing plural oblique nouns (e.g. a groupSG of teenage boysPL; lists 

retrieved from Biber et al. 1999: 249 and Huddleston and Pullum et 

al. 2002: 503).  

The literature on the matter has examined different syntactic, 

semantic and processing factors which may influence the verbal form 

agreeing with the collective noun (Dekeyser 1975; Levin 2001; 

Acuña-Fariña 2009). The contribution of this study to these 

investigations rests on the exploration of the plural of-PP which often 

accompanies certain collective nouns, a constituent whose presence 

and complexity have proved to be determinant factors in the patterns 

of verbal agreement of the collective nouns studied here. To such an 

end, factors like the morphology of the oblique noun (i.e. overt vs. 

non-overt plurality as in boys vs. people), the syntactic structure and the 

possible (clausal and non-clausal) modifiers of the of-PP as well as the 

distance in number of words separating the plural oblique noun and 

the verb have been considered. 

The data obtained in this study show that the presence of the plural 

of-dependent is a statistically significant factor favouring plural 

number in the verb only in local syntactic domains (i.e. when the 

plural of-PP is in the near vicinity of the verbal form, that is, in case 

of so-called ‘attraction’; Acuña-Fariña 2012). The analysis of syntactic 

distance in the collective nouns studied here, however, evinces a 

remarkable decrease in plural verbal forms which refutes previous 

investigations attesting the relevant support of syntactic distance for 

the higher likelihood of semantic (plural) agreement with collective 
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nouns (Levin 2001: 92–102). Thus, in this study, as the syntactic and 

structural complexity of the prepositional dependent (i.e. the number 

of modifiers and the number of words separating the oblique noun 

from the verb, respectively) increases progressively, the rate of plural 

agreement, and therefore, the influence of the plural dependent on 

the number of the verb, diminishes considerably (i.e. from 68.05% of 

plural verbal forms in local syntactic domains to 59.17% in the most 

complex structures). The statistically significant correlation between 

the increasing complexity of the of-PP and the progressive decline in 

the frequency of plural verbal forms in the data analysed suggests 

important processing implications which point to a preference for the 

use of the singular number as a resource to ease the cognitive 

processing of a complex construction like the one investigated here. 

Keywords: agreement, collective, of-dependent, complexity, syntactic distance, 
corpus 
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Classical models of language production account for the tip-of-the-

tongue (TOT) phenomenon as a failure in the language production 

system caused by unconscious processes. Nonetheless, TOT states 

are also conscious experiences involving emotion. Recently, Schwartz 

(2010) carried out an experiment to test the effects of a non-linguistic 

variable as emotion on TOTs using negative and neutral general 

knowledge questions. He found that negative questions produced 

significantly higher TOT rates than neutral ones. D’Angelo and 

Humphreys (2012) tried to replicate Schwartz’s study but these 

authors did not find any effects of emotion on TOT rates.  
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The aim of the present study was to clarify the inconsistency of the 

previous evidence by using a picture naming paradigm instead of 

questions in order to eliminate semantic cues that may inadvertently 

be included in linguistic stimuli. A large set of variables of both 

pictures (percentage of TOTs, Don’t Know Object, Don’t Know 

Name, and Name Agreement, as well as Image Agreement, Visual 

Complexity, Conceptual Familiarity and Arousal) and the 

corresponding words (Frequency, Number of letters, Number of 

orthographic neighbors, Number of phonological neighbors, and 

Bigram frequencies) was matched across experimental conditions. 

Moreover, positive pictures as well as negative and neutral ones were 

used to determine whether positive vs. negative information 

conveyed by the stimuli has different effects on the lexical selection 

process.  

Thirty-three participants were assigned to two experimental groups 

depending on their neutral or positive emotional state according to 

the PANAS (Positive and Negative Affect Schedule; Watson, Clark, 

and Tellegen 1988; Spanish version: Sandín, Chorot, Lostao, Joiner, 

Santed and Valiente 1999). They were asked to perform a picture 

naming task whose results revealed that positive pictures induced 

significantly fewer TOTs than negative and neutral ones, with a more 

solid effect in the positive emotional state group. As regards TOT 

resolution, we did not find any significant effects of valence on the 

rate of retrieved words.  

These results seem to support the hypothesis that some processes in 

language production are not as encapsulated as has been suggested 

and that nonlinguistic and linguistic information may interact 

throughout the language production process. 

Keywords: psychology of language, language production, lexical access, tip-of-
the-tongue phenomenon, emotion, mood states 
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Although there have been numerous theoretical studies that have 

described the properties of VP Ellipsis (Lobeck 1995; Johnson 2001; 

Aelbrecht 2010; Merchant 2013), this syntactic strategy has not been 

addressed extensively using empirical methodologies (see Hardt and 

Rambow 2001; Nielsen 2003; Bos and Spenader 2011 as illustrative 

of empirical approaches to VP Ellipsis using Present-Day English 

data). In this paper, as part of a larger research project dealing with 

syntactic variation in Modern English, I undertake a corpus-based 

analysis of Post-Auxiliary Ellipsis (PAE) in Late Modern English, 
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using data from the Penn Parsed Corpus of Modern British English 

(1700–1914). 

PAE (Miller 2011; Miller and Pullum 2013) covers those cases in 

which a VP, PP, NP or AP is elided after one of the following 

licensors: modal auxiliaries, auxiliaries be, have and do, and infinitival 

marker to. This study focuses on three subtypes of PAE, i.e. VP 

Ellipsis (VPE), Predicate Phrase Ellipsis (PPE) and Pseudogapping, 

illustrated in (1) to (3), respectively: 

(1) I have written a squib but he hasn’t written a squib. 

(2) John is talkative but Sara is not talkative. 

(3) John kissed Sarah, and Mary did kiss Paul.  

This paper extends previous studies on the subject by bringing new 

data from an earlier period of the English language and by presenting 

an algorithm which automatically allows the retrieval of examples of 

PAE. This complex algorithm, which relies on the parsing 

conventions followed by the corpus compilers, has led to successful 

recall ratios. The corpus used comprises almost a million words 

divided into eighteen different genres, which I have classified into 

speech-related (Diary, Drama comedy, Fiction, Non-private letters, 

Private letters, Trial proceedings and Sermon) and writing-related 

genres (Bible, Biography autobiography, Biography other, 

Educational treatise, Handbook other, History, Law, Science 

medicine, Science other, Philosophy and Travelogue). In particular, 

attention has been paid to genre distribution and a number of co-

textual and structural variables like the type of anaphora –anaphoric, 

cataphoric, exophoric–, mismatches in polarity, aspect, voice, 

modality and tense between the antecedent and the ellipsis site, 

antecedent and ellipsis clause types –declarative, interrogative, 



 

81 

imperative–, distance between the antecedent and the ellipsis site, the 

type of focus–auxiliary-choice, subject-choice or both, etc.  

The preliminary results of this study show, for example, that the 

presence of PAE is much more frequent in speech-related genres 

(Proceedings-Trials, Drama-Comedy, Fiction and Letters-Private) 

than in writing-related genres, with the exception of the genre of 

Philosophy. In addition, it has been found that most examples of 

PAE are anaphoric with no clauses intervening between the 

antecedent and the ellipsis site, and that VPE is by far the most 

frequent type of PAE in all of the genres, followed by PPE and 

Pseudogapping, which appear to be statistically marginal cases of 

ellipsis. Importantly, this paper also concludes that, whereas there is 

not a statistically significant increase in VPE or PPE from the 18th to 

the 19th centuries, a statistically significant decrease in Pseudogapping 

has been attested during the same period. Moreover, the data show 

that auxiliary do is the most frequent licensor of PAE by far in the 

recent history of the language, followed by modal auxiliaries and be. 

Keywords: Post-Auxiliary Ellipsis, Modern English, corpus 
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Background: The comprehension of the d-linked relations and local-

binding relations, is a pivotal matter to understand the mechanisms 

underlying discourse comprehension (Avrutin 2000). According to 
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Acheson, Postle and Macdonald (2010) and Wright and Shisler (2005) 

a preserved working memory (WM) is essential for language 

processing effectiveness, being an essential tool for resolving 

structural and lexical ambiguity during the discourse processing and 

comprehension.  

Aim: The aim of this research is to address the relationship between 

working memory and comprehension of discourse, and compare the 

performance in sentences with d-linked and local-binding relations in 

three groups: right hemisphere lesion group (without language 

impairments), left hemisphere lesion group (with aphasia) and 

controls.  

Research Questions: Do the three groups differ in processing 

pronouns and reflexives? 

If the pronouns need more WM resources, will the individuals, when 

in doubt, choose answers related to the reflexives? Do the three 

groups differ in the type of errors done during a sentence verification 

task with reflexives and pronouns? 

Do the three groups differ in their degree of WM impairment? In case 

that these patients have working memory impairments, does this 

diminishment affect discourse comprehension? Is there an overall 

correlation between WM and the processing of reflexives and 

pronouns, for any of the groups? 

Is there any difference between the processing within the same 

utterance and between two different ones? If there’s a difference, 

what’s its origin? Is the time to process these two structures equal? 

Method and Procedures: We measured the accuracy and response 

times (RT) for working memory; and for sentences with pronouns 

and reflexives of three groups of participants. The experimental tasks 
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consisted in a one-back task and a sentence–picture matching task 

where pronouns and reflexives were manipulated. For the follow up 

study we did an error prevalence study with another sentence–picture 

matching task.  

Outcomes and Results: In all groups we observed a better 

performance in reflexives comparing to pronouns, and also longer 

RTs for pronouns. The aphasic group has the poorer performance of 

the three, followed by right hemisphere group. We only found 

correlation for accuracy results between WM and pronouns for right 

hemisphere group and control group and between WM and reflexives 

for the same groups. 

Conclusions: In different ways, both lesion sites have distinct 

functions that are relevant for processing anaphors, being LH more 

crucially engaged in anaphoric resolution. 

The working memory results of patient groups combined with the 

different levels of impairment in the language task between LH and 

RH patients point to the assumption that WM has a limited but 

relevant contribution for the processing of pronouns and reflexives. 

The finding in the correlational study lead us to the conclusion that, 

probably, the different groups rely on different cognitive skills in the 

processing of both reflexives and pronouns.  

Keywords: anaphors, discourse, working memory, language, pronouns, 
reflexives 

References 

Acheson, Daniel J, Bradley R Postle, and Maryellen C Macdonald. 
2010. “The Interaction of Concreteness and Phonological 
Similarity in Verbal Working Memory.” Journal of Experimental 
Psychology. Learning, Memory, and Cognition 36 (1): 17–36. 
doi:10.1037/a0017679. 



 

85 

http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid
=3000525&tool=pmcentrez&rendertype=abstract. 

Avrutin, Sergey. 2000. “Comprehension of Discourse-Linked and 
Non-Discourse-Linked Questions by Children and Broca’s 
Aphasics.” In Language and the Brain: Representation and 
Processing, edited by Yosef Grodzinsky, Lewis P. Shapiro, and 
David Swinney, 1st ed., 295–313. San Diego: Academic 
Press. 

Wright, Heather Harris, and Rebecca J Shisler. 2005. “Working 
Memory in Aphasia: Theory, Measures, and Clinical 
Implications.” American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology / 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 14 (2): 107–18. 
doi:10.1044/1058-0360(2005/012). 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15989386 

 

 
Examining Spanish Second Language motivation factors 

of learners studying abroad in Spain 

Alba Gutiérrez Martínez 

University of the Basque Country 

alba.gutierrez@ehu.es 

Research on Second Language Acquisition has stood out the 

importance of students’ motivation as a crucial variable in learning 

success (Gardner 2001, 2010; Dörnyei and Ushioda 2011). Moreover, 

Europe is moving into a multilingual society that requires second 

language teachers not just to teach second languages but to develop a 

multilingual and multicultural conscience on students (Lorenzo, 

Trujillo and Vez 2011). Studies on motivation can help develop 

effective teaching practices by explaining what motivates our 

students.  
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The present study reports on motivation factors of Spanish as a 

second language students enrolled on intensive Spanish programs at 

UIMP (Universidad Internacional Menéndez Pelayo) in Santander 

(Cantabria) a community in the north of Spain. Data were collected 

through questionnaires based on Weger (2013) designed to measure 

language attitudes, learners’ orientations and learning confidence. 

Eighty-six students from thirteen different nationalities completed 

the questionnaires, ages ranging from sixteen to sixty years old.  

Results show that there are statistical differences in motivation factors 

between levels of Spanish (based on the university level test), age and 

occupations. On the other hand, the study does not show differences 

between the variables gender and nationality and motivation factors. 

Moreover, results suggest that students are motivated by positive 

attitudes towards learning Spanish and other second languages. These 

results have important pedagogical implications for students, 

instructors and editorials (Babaae 2012) although more research on 

the topic is needed.  

Keywords: Spanish language learners, second language motivation, second 
language learning, study abroad 
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Texting language is regarded as a n̒ew’ communication system (cf. 

Shortis 2007; Crystal 2009; Markus 2010) characterized by new 

relationships that native speakers establish between English spelling 

and pronunciation by using different respelling devices (cf. Thurlow 

2003; López Rúa 2007; Crystal 2009). This type of language is also 

used in other Internet-based communication systems, especially on 

some networking sites such as Twitter.  

This paper is an attempt to contribute to this recent area of study by 

analysing different tweets by native speakers. In order to fulfil our 

purpose, a corpus of Tweets has been created. The study focuses on 

determining the features employed in those tweets or online language 

(adapted from Thurlow 2003). This research attempts to determine 

whether the instances of spelling-to-sound correspondence are as 

common on Twitter as they are in SMSs and if this form of respelling 

is a recurrent device employed in this type of online communication. 

Thus, the main aim of this paper is to test the hypothesis that 

phoneticised respellings (including letter/number homophones, non-

conventional spellings, accent stylization and stylish talk) are 

employed more frequently than reductions (including shortenings, 

contractions, G-clippings, other types of clippings, acronyms, 
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initialisms, misspellings or typos and abbreviations), as this was the 

result in other means of communication such as SMSs.  

Keywords: text-messaging, SMS, Twitter, sound-to-spelling, online language 
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Grey zones in the Spanish modality: Where various types 

of modality meet 
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Generally accepted approaches to the study of modality delimit 

several types of modality that can be found within the language 

(epistemic, deontic, dynamic, alethic, evaluatives, interrogatives, 

evidentials...). Most of the studies dedicated to this topic explore a 
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concrete area of language trying to fit it within the border lines of a 

concrete type (e.g. Palmer 1986 and 2001). The claim of our paper is 

to show that in a great number of cases, several types of modality can 

be found in a single utterance and, thus, there are what can be called 

grey zones in every language where different modalities occur. Not 

much attention has been paid to these areas; nevertheless, their 

exploration could help us better understand the nature of this 

complex linguistic category.  

In our paper, we present several examples taken from the Spanish 

language where it is clear that several types of modality coexist: 

- grammatical constructions introduced by the verbs 

temer(se) and esperar where epistemic modality and 

evaluation occur  

- expressions of will including both an evaluation and the 

deontic modality 

- questions introduced by the modal verb poder which can 

be understood as both interrogatives and expressions of 

will (deontic modality) 

- affirmative sentences introduced by poder and deber where 

deontic and epistemic modality meet 

Our goal is to prove that grey zones are a natural part of modality and 

deserve to be explored with special attention. Following the steps of 

Zavadil (1968; 1975; 1979a and 1979b) and Zavadil and Čermák 

(2008) we claim that modality is not expressed solely by moods and 

modal verbs for there are also lexical, suprasegmental and pragmatic 

resources that cooperate on the modality of an utterance. An analysis 

which takes into consideration all those aspects can show us the 

relationships that exist between different types of modality (or modal 
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meanings according to Zavadil) and prove the complex nature of this 

category. 

Keywords modality, epistemic, deontic, evaluatives, interrogatives 
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We define ‘differential object marker’ (DOM) as the phenomena that 

some object complement is marked by a preposition in Persian 

(Lazard 1982) and in certain Romance languages (Pottier 1968) and 

this concept can be extended to other types of language, such as 
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Chinese. For example, a in Spanish is a directional preposition, while 

bǎ (<‘take’) in Chinese marks the manipulation of object, indicating 

the initial phase of scenario. The functional/typological approach has 

established that the variation in DOM is structured by the dimensions 

of definiteness, animacy, topicality, etc. However, the degree of 

prominence of these dimensions changes in different languages and 

it may not be sufficient to represent the specificity of the construction 

in the different languages. In the present analysis, I propose a 

cognitive approach to understand the construction bǎ in Chinese. I 

argue that the analysis of construction bǎ should not be separated 

from the serial verb construction where bǎ was born, and I hold that 

these SVCs tend to decompose the event into sub-events, which are 

often presented in an iconic order. 

(1) ҉ 

wǒ    bǎ   gàncǎo  zhuāng  zài         kǎchē   -shàng  

1sg.  BA  hay        load      Prép.on  truck    up 

‘I loaded the hay onto the truck’ 

(2) ҉  

wǒ    bǎ    kǎchē   zhuāng  shàng               gàncǎo  

1sg.  BA   truck    load      Compl.resl.up  hay 

‘I loaded the truck with the hay’ 

1. The linear order principle of Haiman (1980) indicates that the order 

of clauses in coherent discourse will tend to correspond to the 

temporal order of the occurrence of the depicted events. It explains 

the displacement event of (1): the object displaced ‘hay’ is definite and 

it pre-exists in the initial phase of the event. While (2) can be 

explained by the second sequential order principle, which involves 

the pragmatic use of word-order to indicate topicality: ‘more 

important or urgent information tends to be placed first in the string. 
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The topic, which is also the target of the causation, assumed by ‘trunk’ 

prior to the realisation of action and its integrated objet ‘hay’. 

2. Although the processes of grammaticalization, characteristics of 

preposition bǎ are always directly correlated with its semantics 

(Lemaréchal 1989): the high transitivity of bǎ (<‘take’) demands some 

means to individualize the object, which should be definite/specific 

and totally affected by the verb (‘hay’ in (1) and ‘trunk’ in (2)). These 

different arrangements of word order reflect the iconicity of 

proximity (Givón 1990) ‘functional operator will be placed closest, 

temporally or spatially at the code level, to the conceptual unit to 

which they are most relevant.’ 

3. The iconicity of quantity (Givón 1990) ‘a larger chunk of 

information will be given a larger chunk of code’ explains that a 

construction describing a complex event needs a complex 

predication. According to the statistic (Zhang 2000) 68% predication 

of construction bǎ is composed by a resultative verb or a 

displacement verb, in the corpus of Laoshe’s romans (Peking author).  

Keywords: differential object marker, serial verb construction, isolate languages, 
iconicity, preposition, transitivity, topicality  
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The teaching of grammar has always been a question for 

consideration (Celce-Murcia and Hilles 1988) and it is clear that the 

way it is approached in modern textbooks deserves further 

consideration since on many occasions textbooks dictate what both 

teachers and students do in the classroom. However, due to the new 

tendency of eliminating grammar from textbooks or simply reducing 

its presence in them, i.e. using implicit or some untraditional grammar 

teaching approaches, the representation of grammar in textbooks 

becomes somewhat more and more vague and unclear.  

The goal of this paper is thus to investigate the methods and 

approaches used for grammar presentation and teaching in modern 

EFL/ESL textbooks, and to identify the shortcomings that may 

impede a positive grammar perception by students. For this purpose, 

I have analysed a representative sample of recent textbooks of upper-

intermediate and advanced levels (levels B2-C1, according to the 

Common European Framework of References) which are widely 

used in Spanish language schools and universities.  
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Being grammar such a broad area, for the purpose of this paper I will 

focus on the so-called verb properties, more particularly on tense, 

aspect, mood and voice present in the selected textbooks of levels B2 

and C1, and I will focus on the grammar teaching methods which are 

used for their classroom presentation and practice. To achieve this 

objective, I will conventionally divide the methods into traditional 

methods of grammar teaching which were used before the 21st 

century (for example, the grammar-translation method, teaching 

grammar in context, etc.) and have their impact till present days, and 

most recent approaches (communicative approach to grammar 

teaching, task-based approach, etc.) that emerged at the end of the 

20th century-beginning of the 21st century as a demand to adjust to 

a new wave of contemporary language teaching which is steamed by 

a communicative approach to language. My analysis will be both 

quantitative and qualitative and the data will be presented in the form 

of tables and figures. 

The analysis of the verbal category in the selected textbooks shows 

that the grammar teaching approaches used for presenting and 

practicing the verbal category are mainly based on traditional 

approaches and, as a result, this may have negative implications for 

present-day grammar teaching. According to my analysis, only 19 

percent of the books selected follows a modern approach to grammar 

teaching, whereas in the rest of the cases a traditional way approach 

is adopted. Such a tendency to keep to old grammar teaching methods 

may impede the spread of the communicative approach to language 

teaching in general. Thus, even if preliminary, the results obtained 

should be considered a good jerk for further research the main target 

of which will be to investigate the advantages and disadvantages of 

both grammar teaching methods (traditional and recent) in classroom 

practice.  
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Agreement is a pervasive phenomenon present in over 70% of the 

world’s languages (Mallison and Blake 1981). Despite this 

pervasiveness, the mechanisms at work in the agreement process are 

still a matter of discussion which has drawn the attention of many 

scholars since the 80s. From then onwards, there exists an incessant 

debate about the possible sources of information present in the 

functioning of agreement. The primary sources thought to play a role 

in agreement have been either syntactic form or conceptual structure. The 

present cross-linguistic experimental study aims to address this 

apparently unsolvable syntax-semantics conundrum, and to provide 

a psychologically adequate account of the possible mechanisms at 

work during agreement implementation. Agreement errors constitute 

a useful resource to ascertain these mechanisms underlying the 

workings of agreement. That is why the present work resorts to a set 

of error elicitation tasks focusing on the analysis of subject-verb 

agreement errors elicited by complex subject NPs like The price of the 

skirts. There exists ample experimental evidence – pioneered by the 
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seminal work of Bock and Miller (1991) – that agreement errors tend 

to arise when a plural local noun interferes between the singular head 

noun and the verb, resulting in attraction errors like *The price of the 

skirts are high. 

The present work intends to provide further experimental data in 

order to examine the interactivity and opportunism of the agreement 

system via testing the potential influence in subject-verb agreement 

operations of two semantic variables: distributivity and concreteness. 

First, distributivity is a semantic variable whose impact on subject-

verb agreement operations has been widely attested (cf. Vigliocco 

1995, 1996a, 1996b; Eberhard 1999; Foote and Bock 2012). It has 

been argued that distributive preambles like The label on the bottles are 

likely to promote illegal plural verb agreement on account of their 

inherent plural conceptualization. Conversely, non-distributive 

preambles such as The key to the cabinets (whose single-referentiality 

does not allow the distributive interpretation) cause fewer mistakes. 

Second, the variable of concreteness – which is not so largely 

supported by experimental data – is also going to be scrutinized. In 

line with a previous study carried out by Riveiro-Outeiral 

(forthcoming), the errors that occur in abstract-headed preambles 

such as The size of the presents and concrete-headed preambles like The 

field of the elephants are analyzed to ascertain if the degree of 

concreteness of the nouns involved interferes in the agreement 

process. Third, the data obtained out of two languages that largely 

differ in their architectural properties – English and Spanish – makes 

it possible to study how other factors, such as morphology, may arise 

opportunistically to affect agreement operations in cross-linguistically 

different ways. 

All in all, this study underscores the importance of experimental data 

to draw theoretical implications about the mechanisms and 

constraints underlying the agreement process. The results emphasize 
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the complexity of agreement computations, the way various 

constraints interact with one another opportunistically during 

agreement resolution. 

Keywords: agreement, error elicitation task, distributivity, concreteness, 
interactivity 
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Music and language: structural and neuroanatomical 

investigation on twins separated at birth 
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In empirical research, syntax is one of the most recognized and 

studied linguistic trait of music (Lerdahl and Jackendoff 1983; Patel 

et al. 1998; Maess et al. 2001; Patel 2003). Little work has been done 

for semantics (Koealsch et al. 2004), and much confusion surrounds 

phonology (Sloboda 1985; Patel 2008). In reference to music as a 

cultural learned communicative system basically ruled by physical and 

cognitive constraints based on the language instinct, many other 

branches of linguistics have been totally neglected. Notwithstanding, 

in the last years, cognitive neuroscientists have shown that both 

language and music perception are modularly arranged (Friederici 

2002; Peretz and Coltheart 2003; Koelsch 2011), providing up-to-

dated comprehensive frameworks to better understand these two 

interrelated phenomena. However, in my opinion, there is still a need 

to move towards a more systematic and integrative musicology, since 

most of the scientific investigations on music cognition are conducted 

borrowing experimental designs from psycholinguistics (e.g. 

Tillmann and Bigand 2002). 

Here, I aim to present a systematic linguistics for the study of music 

in a cognitive perspective; the idea is that music is made up of 

superposed levels such as phonetics, phonology, phonotactics, 

morphology, syntax, and semantics. Articulatory and acoustic phonetic 

levels concern respectively the mechanical way in which a sound is 

produced and the output, i.e. acoustic features; the phonological level 

concerns the way a particular set of sounds (musical notes) are 

allowed in a given musical system, viz., temperament; the phonotactic 
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level regards the permissible combination of notes in order to form a 

legal chords; the morphological level regards chord inversions (linguistic 

declension) and extensions by superposing thirds (derivational 

morphology); syntactic level rule the combination of chord into legal 

musical phrases; and the semantic level concerns the extra-musical 

meaning conveyed by music. As the growing neuroscientific literature 

is going to provide evidence for such hypothesis, the main claim, here, 

is that all these levels are able to convey either a syntactic or a 

semantic meaning, also referred to as intra- and extra-musical 

meaning. 

However, despite these remarkable structural analogies, music and 

language mostly differ on the pragmatic level. Compared to language, 

what is still not very clear about music is the syntactic and semantic 

interface, that is, a clear cut between them as the Chomskian "green 

ideas" show for language. Discussion will consider the neural basis of 

music and language processing; finally, a glimpse into their ancestor 

will lead to the conclusion that they may have speciated in order to 

fulfill different pragmatic goals: respectively, referring to the world 

and expressing emotions. 

Keywords: music, language, syntax, semantics, neurocognitive model, ERPs 
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This study analyses language according to the positive and negative 

emotions conveyed in women’s magazines as a way of creating the 

identity of women. In order to carry out this research, I have adopted 

Martin and White’s Appraisal Theory as a tool. This theory studies 

the attitudes and emotions expressed through language that create a 

subjective reality, and, in consequence, an ideological position (Martin 
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2000). In order to apply this theory, and, after examining numerous 

British magazines, I present a corpus of five that target women of 

different ages and social status.  

Once the corpus and the theory are presented, I support the 

hypothesis that Appraisal Theory can explain the linguistic choices 

present in beauty tips’ features in women magazines in order to create 

a female gendered identity. To corroborate this hypothesis the 

following objectives have been developed throughout the research: 

(1) to test Martin’s Appraisal Theory in the analyses of magazines; (2) 

to analyse the linguistic choices of Britain’s magazine’s beauty 

features; (3) to apply the emotional, ethic and aesthetic aspects 

(Affect, Judgment, Appreciation) of the attitudinal positioning of 

language in magazines in order to give account of the existing 

linguistic processes when constructing the female identity.  

In order to obtain the outcome of the research, I have analysed the 

lexical choices of the corpus according to Appraisal Theory paying 

attention to each of its three subcategories. Consequently, I state the 

following results: 

(1) According to the category of APPRECIATION, which focuses 

mainly on the evaluation of products, I conclude that the products 

presented in the beauty reports are valued according to the aesthetic 

and positive evaluation of them with the aim of selling. This positive 

evaluation is achieved through the use of positive vocabulary, 

technical words and quotes from experts. Besides, I state that women 

are also evaluated as a product by alluding to their aesthetic features, 

being its purpose to “sell” the body of women. This is achieved 

through the use of positive adjectives addressing especially women’s 

hair, skin and body.  

(2) According to the category of AFFECT I state that magazines 

intend to persuade the reader to follow a beauty tip by addressing 
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negative and positive emotions and creating an impact on her. 

Throughout negative emotions, the reader believes that her body is 

not enough (use of negative adjectives, nouns and verbs) and, thanks 

to positive emotions, she believes that a beauty tip will change this 

situation (use of positive adjectives, nouns and verbs) 

(3) According to the category of JUDGMENT I am able to explain 

how the positive and negative impact created on women is the result 

of a standard of beauty. This standard is created in the use of titles, 

topics and background knowledge. After having created this standard, 

women are judged according to their closeness to that standard. To 

judge this closeness, the magazine creates a dialogue with the reader 

constructed through questions, personal pronoun you, possessives 

and imperatives. 

In addition to these specific results, I conclude that women’s 

magazines create a standard of beauty constructed through lexical 

choices and it is the use of images of young and attractive women 

what emphasises this standard. The eluded positive and negative 

emotions provoke on the reader the necessity to reach this ideal and, 

consequently, they create their identity, corroborating in this way the 

initial hypothesis of this study.  

Keywords magazine’s discourse, women’s identity, Appraisal Theory, 
appreciation, affect, judgment 
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Determining homonymy of English nouns from a 

lexicographic perspective 

Iryna Navrotska 
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There is currently an ongoing worldwide linguistic debate on the 

representation of polysemy and homonymy and means of 

distinguishing them in bilingual and explanatory dictionaries. The 

research questions we put forward in the article presuppose justifying 

semantic homonymy in the system of English noun meanings which 

are ambiguous. Thus the problem of semantic change is urgent and 

constitutes a fundamental task for the lexicographer.  

We use the classical concept of heterosemy coined by F. Lichtenberk 

claiming that it is a consequence of a semantic and syntactic change 

that originates words with different but related meanings. However 

we regard heterosemy to be somewhat different, as a type of not 

cross- but intra-category semantic relation where heterosemy and 

metaphor or metonymy do not always go together, because 

metaphorical or metonymic meanings can be either polysemous or 

heterosemic or even homonymous. According to the view of some 

Ukrainian linguists, namely O. Akhmanova, V. Drebet, L. 

Antonikova, there is a set of lexical meanings in a transitional state of 

the so-called heterosemy in the body of language which are engulfed 

in a certain continuous derivational process the final task of which 

may be homonymy. Though these meanings are hardly ever 

lexicographically represented as such. 

In our study we followed L. Kudryevatykh’s theory of lexico-semantic 

transformation in which the meanings of a polysemous word can be 

treated not just like manifold representations of the core meaning (in 
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this case O. Smirnitskiy’s term lexico-semantic variant – LSV is used) 

but from the viewpoint of genuine regular polysemy (including 

metaphor, metonymy and scientific terms), lexico-semantic variability 

(including synonymy and connected phenomena), heterosemy and 

pure homonymy, whereas the traditional distinction between 

polysemy and homonymy merely presupposes the relatedness or 

unrelatedness of meaning. The analysis of lexicographic data shows 

that each meaning within the semantic structure of the vocabulary 

noun entry should be tagged according to its semantic value as 

described above and should be generally referred to as a lexico-

semantic entity (LSE), not variant. LSEs have been divided into two 

groups: variants (synonyms, near-synonyms and pure polysemes: 

metaphorical and metonymical) and pronominalizations 

(heterosemes and pure homonyms). 

Thus our study is aimed at determining the meanings in the category 

of English noun which are predominantly ambiguous: heterosemes 

and homonyms. These were recognized on the basis of three criteria: 

the criterion of word formation sequences, etymological criterion and 

semantic criterion. We have analyzed 353 most problematic nouns 

selected from Big Modern English-Ukrainian Ukrainian-English Dictionary 

by A. Zaghnitko, Merriam Webster’s Dictionary, Longman Dictionary of 

Contemporary English, and New Big English-Russian Dictionary by Y. 

Apresyan. The obtained results explicate that the preliminary ratio 

between heterosemic and homonymous meanings is 1:1,59 which 

shows that heterosemy is still a rare phenomenon in the vocabulary 

unlike homonymy. The examples of heterosemy are mostly 

jargonisms, colloquial nominations or Аmerican jargonisms as terms 

used by limited groups of people. Specific juridical, technical or 

obsolete terms are less frequent with heterosemy and homonymy. 

Keywords: polysemy, homonymy, heterosemy, noun, lexicography, lexico-
semantic transformation 
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The discourse representation of social actors in the media is a topic 

that has attracted much attention in the field of language studies, 

basically because it may reveal social motivations that could be 

relevant for a deep understanding of how language operates in 

conjugation with other social phenomena. In this study we aim at 

analysing the temporal development of the discoursal representation 
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of actors over a period of 20 years (from 1984 to 2004) in a corpus 

of 90 news stories published in six Argentinean newspapers, and three 

media from other Spanish-speaking countries (Chile, Colombia and 

Spain) so as to determine what social actors are constructed in the 

news, and how their representation varies along the years. The focus 

of this investigation is on human right organizations, particularly on 

the emergence and consolidation of groups that were spontaneously 

created by the relatives of the victims of the last military dictatorship 

in Argentina (1976-1983), such as Madres de Plaza de Mayo and Abuelas 

de Plaza de Mayo, among many others. The analysis is carried out from 

the perspective of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), particularly 

from the principles proposed by the Socio-Historical Approach 

(Wodak, 2001; Wodak and Meyer, 2003). Social actors are identified 

and categorized following the taxonomy offered by van Leeuwen 

(1976), known as the System Network, which was later adapted by 

Reisigl and Wodak (2001) for the analysis of biased or discriminatory 

representations of social actors. The results of this study demonstrate 

that there is a clear distinction in the actors represented. On the one 

hand, we find those actors associated to the military, their actions and 

to the events that took place before the return to democracy in 1983. 

On the other, we find a series of actors that occupied a place in the 

national scene after that date and were responsible for the 

construction of emerging social values associated to the processes of 

establishing a social memory in order not to forget such a painful 

experience and, at the same time, struggling to deal with traumatic 

memories. This tension operated as a social strategy, in an attempt to 

reach a consensus that could allow for the possibility of a common 

future, including all actors in a situation of long-lasting peace and 

harmony. The findings shed light on the understanding of how 

discourse operates to contribute to other social practices in the 

context of profound post-traumatic events. 
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Looking into extender tags in Late Modern English: The 

case of or something or other  
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This paper is part of a larger project on so-called extender tags in the 

Late Modern English period. Extender tags (Carroll 2008), also 

known as ‘set-marking tags’ (Dines 1980), ‘vague category identifiers’ 

(Channell 1994) or ‘general extenders’ (Overstreet 1999), are 

expressions of the type and stuff and or anything that are added to the 

end of phrases, sometimes in clause-final position, in order to extend 

otherwise complete utterances. Extender tags can be of two types, 

adjunctive, if they are introduced by the conjunction and (cf. and the 

like in (1) below), and disjunctive, if they are introduced by the 

conjunction or (cf. or something in (2)). 



 

108 

(1) “He must have rid over every thing, hedge, ditch, and the like”. 

(Fanny Burney 1814, The Wanderer 201, Vol. 3) 

(2) “A cup of water, please, good woman, for a lady has fainted, or is 

‘sterical or something” (Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell 1866, 

Wives and Daughters 174, Vol 2) 

While much attention has been devoted in the literature to the various 

functions that these expressions realize in discourse (e.g. 

categorization devices, markers of intersubjectivity and hedges, 

among others), their form has not been thoroughly analyzed, mainly 

because extender tags as a whole do not seem to be restricted to any 

particular fixed pattern. 

My aim in this paper is to focus on the form of one specific extender 

tag of the disjunctive type, namely or something, more specifically, on 

one of the possible variants of this tag: or something or other, illustrated 

in (3). 

(3) His father was a captain of the Garde du Corps, and his 

grandfather a grand falconer, or something or other, with 

Louis XV. (Charles Lever 1844, Tom Burke of “Ours” 199, 

Vol. 1) 

Since extender tags have long been considered “pervasive features of 

conversation” (Aijmer 1985: 366), my analysis focuses on 18th and 

19th century material showing a high degree of speechlikeness, given 

the lack of spoken data for earlier stages of the language. For my 

purposes I have chosen two of Chadwyck-Healey Literature 

Collections: Eighteenth Century Fiction and Nineteenth Century Fiction. 

Among other issues, in my presentation I will consider whether or 

something or other is: (i) a fixed expression which constitutes a variant 

of the bare extender tag or something; (ii) the combination of two 

separate extender tags that come to occur together and result in a 
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cluster of extender tags; or (iii) a sequence where or other is an 

extension of the bare form, similar in structure to or something of that 

sort in (4). 

(4) “He shot himself, I think, or was knocked down, or something 

of that sort.” (Fanny Burney 1782, Cecilia 130, Vol. 4) 

Keywords: extender tags, historical linguistics, Late Modern English, corpus 
linguistics, morphosyntax, or something (or other) 

References 

Aijmer, Karin. 1985. “What Happens at the End of Utterances? – The 
Use of Utterance-final Tags Introduced by ‘and’ and ‘or’.” 
Papers from the 8th Scandinavian Conference of Linguistics, 366-389. 
Copenhagen: Institut for Philologie, Kopenhaven 
University. 

Carroll, Ruth. 2008. “Historical English Phraseology and the 
Extender Tag.” Selim 15: 7-37. 

Channell, Joanna. 1994. Vague Language. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 

Dines, Elizabeth. 1980. “Variation in Discourse – and Stuff Like 
That.” Language in Society 1: 13-31. 

Overstreet, Maryann. 1999. Whales, Candlelight and Stuff like that. 
General Extenders in English Discourse. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

110 

“I know you’re a troll” – Why do certain participants of 

Hungarian political blogs identify other participants as 

internet trolls? 
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Internet troll is a representative identity of computer-mediated 

communication (CMC) (Herring et al. 2002: 371), which appears 

rather frequently on Hungarian political blogs. A troll is a CMC user, 

whose real intention(s) is/are to cause disruption and/or to trigger or 

exacerbate conflict for its own sake (Hardaker 2010: 237). Therefore, 

linguistic activity of internet trolls can be defined as the deliberate 

(perceived) use of impoliteness/aggression, deception and/or 

manipulation in CMC to create a context conducive to triggering or 

antagonising conflict, typically for amusement’s sake (Hardaker 2013: 

79). 

This paper investigates internet troll as a discursively constructed 

identity using cognitive pragmatics (van Dijk 2012; Schmid 2012) and 

sociolinguistic practice theory (Bucholtz 1999; Wenger 2000) as 

theoretical framework. The research data consists of 200 discourses 

from 40 Hungarian political blogs. These discourses include 200 blog 

posts and their 47.551 comments published between 1st January 2010 

and 30th September 2012. In every collected discourse, at least one 

participant explicitly calls at least one other participant a troll at least 

once.  

The questions are the following: based on what, how and for what 

purpose do certain discourse participants of Hungarian political blogs 

identify other participants as internet trolls? In order to answer these 

questions, I analyse the collected data from a cognitive pragmatic 
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perspective (Sinha 2007; van Dijk 2012; Schmid 2012), and I 

reconstruct the mental process the participants perform, when they 

identify other participants as internet trolls. 

I apply a socio-cognitive model of discursive community and identity 

construction (Bucholtz and Hall 2005 Coupland 2007; van Dijk 

2007). This approach claims that communities exist as conceptual 

categories in the mind of discourse participants. Furthermore, 

identities are features of a participant according to which mental 

representation of this participant is a member of different 

communities. In the actual discourses, communities and identities are 

created dynamically during schematisation and categorization. This 

mental process can be reconstructed from the utterances. 

The main conclusions are the following: 1. Participants of Hungarian 

political blogs identify other participants as internet trolls based on 

the features of their utterances, which violate the discursive norms 

assumed by the participants. Therefore it is necessary to reconstruct 

the assumed discursive norms in order to explain the phenomenon 

of trolling. 2. Participants perform a complex mental process when 

they identify other participants as internet trolls based on their 

previous utterances. Intention attribution and the discursive norms 

assumed by the participants have a key role in this mental process. 3. 

Participants identify other participants as internet trolls, since they 

can explain this way, why other participants violate the discursive 

norms of the conversation by their utterances. However, identifying 

other participants as internet trolls can have other notable social 

functions. For instance, participants often insult each other by calling 

each other trolls. 

Keywords: internet troll, blog, identity construction, intention attribution, 
computer-mediated communication cognitive pragmatics, practice theory 
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A retrospective analysis about the treatment that illocutivity has 

received in relevance theory (RT, from now onwards) discloses a 

clean reluctance to concede a theoretic role to this pragmatic 

phenomenon. This position has gradually weakened from Relevance 

(Sperber and Wilson 1986) to Carston’s Thoughts and Utterances 

(Carston 2002). In what follows, I will expose how they incorporated 

into RT notions like semantic mood or propositional attitudes 

through higher-order explicatures to explain how a hearer recovers 

full propositional forms, including some kind of sui generis 

illocutionary force. Nonetheless, at the same time, I shall explain why 

I consider that this approach is not able to deal with several problems. 

One of them is the normative commitment dimension (Harnish 

2005), especially in relation to the utterance interpretation produced 

by the necessity of the securing of uptake of the illocutionary effects. 

These illocutionary effects, in contrast to natural events (or brute facts, in 

Searle’s (1969) terminology), are institutional and have conventional, 

non-intentional, effects (Austin 1962; Searle 1969; Sbisà 2009). This 

means retrieving a largely forgotten pragmatic tradition (Ambroise 

2010; Corredor 2011). To handle this topic, I will show how it is 
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possible to implement these effects into RT through an adaption 

from Gazdar’s notion of speech acts as functions from contexts into 

contexts (Gazdar 1981; Beyssade and Marandin 2006), i.e. what 

cognitive effects they produce and how they change the mutual 

cognitive environment of speaker and hearer. This new proposal can 

successfully deal with problems related to the processing of new 

illocutionary effects and the recovery of the former notion of uptake 

(this last part about securing uptake is currently well-known inside 

internalist-friendly theories, e.g. Bach and Harnish 1979, although it 

has not been developed in detail in RT). In spite of this outlook, 

further research is still needed to account for some worries of the 

speech act theory such as the following (although my initial position 

is that some of them do not need to be addressed because are not 

part of a theory of human communication): 1) the objective aspect of 

utterance interpretation; 2) the regulative standpoint; 3) some 

problems linked to the conditions of satisfaction of speech acts. 

Keywords: relevance theory, illocutionary effects, conventionality, normativity, 
mutual cognitive environment 
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The dominance of the English language over other in-contact languages 

has undoubtedly prevailed in the last two hundred years. It was the 

U.S. of America that truly wielded its emerging economic, political 

and social significance over its neighboring American countries. 

Thus, the Anglicization of Spanish lexis and syntax has produced a 
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considerable stock of vocabulary and phraseology. Historically, Cuba 

has been regarded as a natural linguistic recipient of loanwords, 

whose unstable political and social features have exerted a great deal 

of influence over the coinage of English-derived words and their 

semantic traits. 

The aim of this presentation is to depict: two of the most outstanding 

stages in Cuban history (colonial and neo-colonial periods), their 

direct implications in the word-formation process of lexical 

borrowing from American English into Cuban Spanish, and their 

resulting lexical units, i.e. Anglicisms. The methods of research used 

are: introspection; a systematic study of historical publications dealing 

with the influence of American English in Cuba; the collection of 

clear-cut lexico-semantic variants extracted from Cuban Spanish 

dictionaries/glossaries and Spanish corpora; and the contrast of 

lexical meanings to establish their semantic shifting. 

Each of the historical stages allotted has a particular sociolinguistic 

impact on the English-based lexical borrowing process in Cuban 

Spanish, proving that the changing relations between both nations 

have influenced the assimilation, semantic structure, and typology of 

the loanwords culled. In Colonial times (18th and 19th centuries), 

Cubans became more aware of technological and social advances 

made in the empowering nation. Whilst colonial papers and 

magazines would portray those American standards proudly, 

intellectuals would reject the Anglicization of the vernacular. The first 

recognized entries of Anglicisms appeared on Cuban Dictionaries 

(Pichardo 1875). The Neo-colonial period (20th century up to 1959) 

represented the most productive period in the assimilation of 

Anglicisms. The progressive borrowing processes would be 

irreversibly fostered by the absolute economic and political 

dependency of Cuba towards the United States; and the completion 

of invasive American ways of living, only paralleled with the late-



 

117 

twentieth-century globalization process. The influx of Anglicisms was 

mostly due to: hasty pseudo-translations in tabloids and periodicals; 

daily-life, American-based inventions or products; the mentality of 

authorities and high-class members who would find Anglicisms or 

‘Anglicanized habits’ elegant and cutting-edge. 

This research provides a historical account of English-derived 

loanwords in Cuban Spanish, from a dia-synchronic and 

sociolinguistic perspective. The study of the historical background of 

American English in Cuba is paramount: 1) to comprehend the 

semantic structure of English-derived loanwords and calques in 

Cuban Spanish; 2) to construe the linguistic process of lexical 

borrowing more thoroughly from a sociolinguistic perspective; 3) to 

provide more complementary information in the elaboration of an 

upcoming glossary of Anglicisms based on the Cuban variant of 

Spanish.  

Keywords: anglicisms, sociolinguistics, code-shifting, American English, 
Cuban Spanish 
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Means of communication are not just a source of knowledge and 

transmission of ideology, but a forum of reproduction of ideology 
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and social legitimisation of a particular way of understanding reality. 

Within these means, the press is essential both to establish particular 

values and reference models and to reproduce dominant ideologies 

and social conceptions; thence its relevance within politics as a 

weapon of ideological persuasion and manipulation at politicians’ 

disposal.  

Considering that, euphemism is common within political 

communication as it is a linguistic make-up leading to deception and 

distortion of reality (Rodríguez-González 1991: 90), also known as 

doublespeak or doublethink (Rodríguez González 1991: 51) and official 

euphemism (Abrantes 2005: 88). Dysphemism is also frequent in 

political manifestations since its main function is to highlight the most 

pejorative traits of the taboo with an offensive aim to the addressee 

or to the concept itself (Allan and Burridge 1991: 26; Crespo-

Fernández 2008: 96) or to create displeasure or tension on the 

recipient (Crespo-Fernández 2007: 159). Both devices are key within 

politics so as to positively self-represent the ingroup and negatively 

other-represent the outgroup through the phenomena called 

polarisation (van Dijk 1999: 95) and legitimisation and delegitimation 

(Chilton 2004).  

Under these premises, I have analysed these two devices in George 

Ridpath’s political writings during the Spanish Succession War (1710-

1713), in a corpus which comprises two periodicals (The Observator 

and The Flying Post; or, the Post-Master), four years (1710-1712 and 1711-

1713, respectively) and 292 numbers (126 and 166, respectively), with 

the purpose of examining how this author used language as a weapon 

to shape and manipulate Great Britain’s public opinion during the 

Stuart period. For that, I have followed Taboada and Grieve’s (2004) 

approach of the Appraisal Theory (Martin and White 2005) as well as 

the Politeness Theory (Brown and Levinson 1987) and the Theory of 

Face (Goffman 1967).  
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The choice for this author is not casual since, despite having 

contributed to the great political debates of the reign of Queen Anne 

(Crespo-Fernández and López Campillo 2011: 47) and being one of 

the best pens in England (Swift 1824: 297), he has never received the 

attention which he deserves (McLeod and McLeod 1979: 194). 

Moreover, while there is a growing literature addressing persuasion in 

Great Britain’s political writings during the late Stuart period (Barker 

2000; Black 2001) or the Spanish Succession War (Müllenbrock 1997; 

Losa Serrano and López Campillo 2007; López Campillo 2009, 2010), 

George Ridpath has only been the object of four minor studies 

(Crespo-Fernández and López Campillo 2011, Sánchez Ruiz and 

López Cirugeda forthcoming, Sánchez Ruiz 2013a, 2013b) and a PhD 

dissertation (Sánchez Ruiz 2014); thus, this proposal aims to 

complement their research. 

The findings will show that Ridpath used language as a weapon to 

manipulate public opinion and will disclose his valuable contribution 

as a prominent but polemical pamphleteer who wrote about the 

Spanish Succession War from the viewpoint of Great Britain. 

Keywords: euphemism, dysphemism, discourse analysis, George Ridpath, press, 
political writings, Spanish Succession War 
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New meanings are usually described in Cognitive Semantics 

with the focus on the polysemy of already lexicalised units and 

the variations of meaning they acquire in different contexts. 

Research in Cognitive Psychology on learning new words from 

context focus on the basic vocabulary learned by children in 

face-to-face interactions. How adults, while reading, construct 

lexical representations for new words which refer to entities that 

cannot be directly observed, and in written texts, in the absence 

of an explicit definition, has received less attention (Dąbrowska 

2009). 
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It is generally agreed that the production of inferences about 

new lexical items is made on the basis of real-world knowledge, 

genre knowledge (Stockwell 2000) and context, aiming at the 

formation of a discourse model. Goldberg (2006) suggests that 

constructions provide schematic meaning and previous 

research in French lexicology (Gévaudan 2002; Sablayrolles 

2013) predicts that new words processing is related to the 

processes (matrice lexicogenique) that underlie their production 

and to the identification of the lexicalized words that can be 

mapped to them.  

This paper presents an empirical exploratory study with the 

focus on the cognitive strategies used by readers to construct 

meaning for new lexical items in naturalistic discourse. More 

specifically, using CODA - Cognitive Discourse Analysis 

(Tenbrink, in press), I will assess these theoretical claims by 

investigating how 2 groups of 7 expert and non-expert readers, 

when reading the opening of a science fiction narrative in 

French, construct meaning for science fiction nonce formations 

(neologisms and neosemes), lexical items created to refer to 

fictional entities, commonly said to function as discourse 

markers and be meaningless or presenting a high degree of 

opacity (Munat 2007).  
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Referring to the idea that language and worldview are inextricable, we 

can argue that there is a connection between worldview and the use 

of colour terms in different languages. According to cognitive 

semantics, every language categorizes the world on its own way 

therefore by doing comparative research among languages we can 

notice differences in defining categories, category boundaries or 

prototypes. When we compare colour terms of different languages, 

we can observe discrepancies between them – for example, some 

languages may have less colour terms than others or one language 
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may have more than one colour term to describe the colour of 

something, while another language has only one colour term for that. 

The aim of my study was to examine the use of Polish and Hungarian 

colour terms: red, yellow, green and blue referring to Berlin and Kay’s 

(1969) theory of universality of colour terms. Berlin and Kay’s 

publication on colour terms (1969) has been discussed, reconsidered 

and criticized in many papers, e.g. Wierzbicka (1996: 289–294) 

proposed to use the concept of "universals of seeing" instead of 

"colour universals" and she emphasised the importance of the 

environment and the culture in the human description of seeing and 

colour conceptualization. 

I carried out a survey-based empirical research (one survey in Polish 

and one in Hungarian were available online) in order to consider 

hypothetical similarities and differences between the use of colour 

terms by native speakers in both languages. I was searching for the 

answers to the following research questions: "What is the meaning of 

these colour terms?”, “What symbols and thoughts are connected 

with them?”, “How do we use these colour terms – in what 

connotations and compound words?”, “What characteristics of these 

colour terms are expressed by idioms or sayings?”, “What are the 

prototypes of these colour terms?” and “How do we describe 

prototypes by using colour terms?”. 

When I was analysing the answers of 58 Polish and 78 Hungarian 

interviewees I noticed similarities connected with the fact that 

Hungary and Poland belong to the same cultural region (e.g. red as the 

colour of blood, love or passion) and differences which arise from 

the cultural background (e.g. song quotes, or yellow as the colour of 

envy in Hungarian, while in Polish it is green). Besides, the use of 

colour terms can be influenced by the environment (landscape, time, 

weather) which was pointed out also by the interviewees. Striking 
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discrepancies can be noticed as regards the colour terms blue, which 

is a complex case in Polish (see Tokarski 2004), and red, because there 

are two equivalents of red in Hungarian: piros and vörös (moreover, it 

is hard to establish the difference between them – if there is any). 

Keywords: basic colour terms, survey-based empirical research, meaning of 
colour terms, use of colour terms, prototypes of colour terms, Polish, Hungarian 
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One central assumption of twentieth-century linguistics was that all 

languages are equally complex: they may vary in some aspects of their 

grammars but their overall complexity is the same. This idea has been 

recently challenged by several researchers (see, for example, the 

collection of articles in Miestamo et al. 2008), and different types of 

metrics have been devised in order to measure the complexity of 

languages in an empirical way. Hawkins (2004, 2014) postulates that 
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complexity should be measured in relation to processing ease, so that 

those structures that are easier to process are also the simpler ones, 

and that it should be integrated in the broader notion of 

communicative efficiency: efficient grammatical structures are those 

that contribute more to communication without incurring in more 

processing costs. He also puts forward the following hypothesis: 

efficient structures are more frequently used by speakers and 

therefore end up being conventionalized in the grammars of 

languages. 

The purpose of the present study is to examine pronoun omission in 

two varieties of English: Indian English and Singapore English. 

According to Hawkins’s metric, pronoun omission is an efficient 

mechanism as long as the referent of the dropped pronoun is highly 

accessible (cf. Ariel 1994, 2001). In a previous study, it was found that 

speakers of Indian English and Singapore English only omitted 

pronouns when their referents were highly accessible and easily 

retrievable from the linguistic or situational context. In accordance 

with Hawkins’s hypothesis, one might expect this efficient use of 

pronoun omission to have become grammaticalized, so that there 

would be some domains in which speakers of the varieties in question 

would regularly use overt pronouns, while in others their omission 

would be strongly favoured or even required by the grammar. The 

main goal of the present study is to check whether such an efficient 

use of pronouns and their omission is actually part of the grammars 

of Indian English and Singapore English, or whether pronoun 

omission in these varieties is better explained only as a usage or 

performance mechanism. Various texts from the Indian and 

Singaporean components of the International Corpus of English will be 

selected. The instances of pronouns present in those texts will be 

recovered using a concordance computer programme and they will 

be analyzed to see the contexts in which they are used. The results 

will be compared with those obtained for pronoun omissions in the 
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previous study so as to ascertain whether there is a complementary 

distribution between overt pronouns and omitted ones.  

At the present stage of research, two possible results are envisaged. 

Pronoun omission may be a usage mechanism that has not been 

conventionalized in the grammars of Indian English and Singapore 

English, in which case it would mean either that performance 

preferences do not shape grammars, or that they haven’t done so in 

this particular case. However, pronoun omission may also have 

become a grammatical feature of the varieties at hand (or of one of 

them), which would give support to Hawkins’s hypothesis.  
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In the area of Second Language Acquisition (SLA), the role of 

phonology in the acquisition of translation equivalents that share 

both meaning and form (cognate words) has been neglected (see 

Comesaña, Soares, Sánchez-Casas and Lima 2012; Comesaña et al. 

2012). In the present research, we aim to explore the interplay of 

phonology and orthography in the acquisition and processing of 

Catalan (L2) words by children native speakers of European 

Portuguese – EP (L1). The experiment included two phases were 

used: a learning phase and a test phase. In the learning phase, children 

were randomly assigned to two groups with two different learning 

methods: a) a method in which L2 words were presented both in a 

written and auditory modality + their equivalent translations in the 

first language (L1) (method 1); or b) a method in which L2 words 

were presented exclusively in an auditory modality + their L1 

translations (method 2). 

Stimuli consisted of 48 EP words selected from the ESCOLEX 

database (Soares et al. 2014) and half of them were EP-Catalan 

cognates that varied in the degree of orthographic and phonological 

overlap (8 with low orthography and low phonology [O-P-], 8 with 
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low orthography and high phonology [O-P+], and 8 with high 

orthography and high phonology [O+P+]), and the other half were 

non-cognates. In the test phase, and independently of the learning 

method used, children performed an auditory go/no-go lexical 

decision task in two different times (immediately after learning and 

one week later) to explore the effect of phonological and 

orthographic overlap in cognate processing over time. For reasons of 

the lexical decision task, 48 pseudowords were also included. After 

the learning phase and before the lexical decision task, children 

performed a recognition task to test the effectiveness of the word 

learning. Only children with a score higher than 85% were considered 

in the analyses.  

Forty-two fifth-grade children with ages between 10 and 11 years old 

participated in the experiment (Mage = 10.62, SD = 0.49). All were 

recruited from Portuguese schools and were native speakers of EP 

without prior knowledge of Catalan. Results revealed an advantage of 

cognate words relative to non-cognate words, both in reaction time 

and error data. Importantly, results also showed that the processing 

of cognate words was modulated not only by the degree of 

phonological and orthographic overlap but also by the learning 

method used. Results were discussed within the models of bilingual 

visual word recognition. 

Keywords: second language acquisition, cognate and non-cognate words, 
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